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Warden’s Warbling…
Humility and Integrity
I recently read this as part of a reflection on a daily
Bible reading. ‘With wisdom comes humility,
integrity and righteousness.’ (Bob Mayo). So what
are the origins and meanings of humility and
integrity?
Humility is of Latin word humus meaning fertile
ground. Likewise integrity oriented from the Latin
word integer which means completeness or
wholeness.
Maybe we should take a leaf out of Solomon’
prayer for wisdom to determine which seeds to
prepare the soil for and plant! (1 Kings 3:9, The
Message) “Here’s what I want: Give me a Godlistening heart so I can lead your people well,
discerning the difference between good and evil.
For who on their own is capable of leading your
glorious people?”

We can cultivate this wisdom with good and
positive seeds to grow with bountiful abundance
(in the place God calls us to), or we can let it be
choked by weeds (and stifle what God has already
sown in our hearts). I urge you to reflect on the
parable of the sower of the seeds once more.
(Matthew 13.) Not all seeds are the same.
Likewise, not all soils are the same. Before we
sow our seeds, we need to know what we want to
grow. For us to sow in fertile soil, we need to know
how to prepare our soil. What needs to be added
to give our seeds the best probability to flourish?
Is there something in the soil that needs to be
removed so it doesn’t damage our plants? As a
side note, I see the connection for us at St Peter’s
Wynnum, with the theatre of Matthew 13. The
crowd gathering on the shoreline. Jesus using the
boat as a pulpit. I would like to leave you with the
thought: ‘Don't judge each day by the harvest you
reap, but by the seeds that you plant.’ Robert
Louis Stevenson 1850 - 1894

Praying for the gift of wisdom requires us to keep
a vigilant open mind. Remember Solomon. He
asked God for the wisdom to lead his people
without reward or merit, solely in order to advance
the growth of what was already latent in the
L’Chaim, Wayne
population.
Wayne Elliott
Our subconscious mind is like a fertile garden plot (People’s
(seeking the wisdom to discern which seed is
Warden)
sown on which ground).
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A Word From the Vicar...
What is the cost of discipleship?
What does it cost to commit ourselves to
Jesus as our Lord and Saviour?
The crux of these questions is: Do you believe in God’s salvation for you through the
death, resurrection and redemption of his son Jesus Christ? And. Do you believe this
Salvation is free? Or is there a cost to you? What is your cross to bear? And…
Finally, what does it cost to actually take up your cross and follow Jesus; the one true God?
So free salvation.
Let’s have a think about that for a moment. Is your salvation in Christ free or does it cost? And if it costs,
what does it cost? We know and generally believe, that we receive salvation from God freely; no
expense to us, right? However, we are not so naïve as to believe this salvation is completely free. Once
received, there is a cost and it may be different for each of us. We commit everything we are to God
when we accept this free gift, but then payment becomes due. It's a bit of a both/and situation! Salvation
is both free and costly all at the same time?
Let me illustrate with a bit of a story. Now suppose I had the desire to climb Mount Everest, which, by
the way, I absolutely do not, but just for the sake of story, suppose I did. The financial cost of climbing
Mount Everest would be prohibitive. I don’t know if you know this, but it actually costs upward of
$90,000 to make an attempt at climbing this iconic mountain. I don’t know about you, but I don’t have
that kind of money just lying around. But, just suppose some wealthy businessperson heard of my
desire to climb Mount Everest and thought, that they could bankroll it for me. What if they offered to pay
for everything, the entire expedition? They’re going to pay for all the expensive clothing and equipment;
all the gear needed, as well as accommodation, transportation, guides, and that all important training.
So financially, it would be totally free for me. But, if I accepted this person’s free offer, I would then have
just committed myself to at least making a real attempt at climbing Mount Everest. In accepting, I would
need to train for long months or years. This would not be easy; in fact, it would be exceedingly difficult.
And, although the financial costs would be covered, I could actually cost me even more than money; it
could cost me my life. Just in the last decade there have been over 200 people who have lost significant
mobility or the ability to work or walk from failed attempts to climb this mountain not to mention the
financial costs. As well as that, there have been over 70 deaths. So far from free, climbing Mount
Everest could cost me the ultimate cost, my very life. So yes, its free, yet could literally cost everything.
Jesus freely offers the water of life to everyone who thirsts and salvation to any who ask for it. Simply
dip your hands and drink, or open your heart and ask. But understand this, when we receive his free
offer, we are no longer our own; we have been bought with the price of Jesus’ own blood. So, to take up
our cross and truly follow Christ is free and costly all at the same time.

Jesus asks us to consider who he is, the ramifications of what he is about to do, not only for them, but
for all humanity. He tells his disciples about the upcoming trials, murder, suffering and death, but also
about his resurrection, eternal life and the offer of the same for all who follow him. He is asking them
and us to understand the cost. He says ‘deny yourselves....the first will be last, the last first....you gain
your life you must first lose it...’ These requests don’t sound free to me, they sound serious and costly.
And yet is there another way? Are we not called deep within us, to the core of our being to follow where
this itinerant preacher leads? Are we not given all the facts? Do our hearts not burn within our chests
aching for his connection? We don’t really have a choice. The truth beckons.
There are absolutely no costs involved in following Christ, whilst at the same time enormous cost. What
does it cost to make disciples or grow in faith? Do you even recognize this line?
Making disciples, growing in faith is our motto, our slogan, our catch cry for ourselves and for others.
However, like Jesus’ edict this week, we are to take up our cross and follow him, in body, mind or spirit.
But what does that mean? And what does it cost?
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I would like us to consider how our lives would be different if at some point, we had never made the
decision to follow, or commit our lives to a God. Think about it, can we really afford to not commit our
lives to God anew?
I know I am preaching to the converted here. You all have made that conscious effort to follow God, to
come to church, to learn, foster and nurture a living relationship with Jesus Christ; to allow the Holy
Spirit into your hearts and direct you in right living and a right life. But have you ever thought about the
cost to you or to others? Perhaps this is something you can reflect on this week? Think about what
you thought or decided at the beginning of your journey? What you consider in order to keep following
Jesus? What is your cross? What would your life be like if you didn't have God in it? And, maybe give
God the glory and praise for your life which is freely saved, free and costly all at the same time.
But I’ll leave you with this question; How do you make new disciples for God? How do you personally
grow your faith? And how much are you willing to pay to take up your cross and follow Jesus?
Big questions for the next week
Shalom
Donna+

Pandora’s News...
Following several weeks of closure, Pandoras finally reopened on
25th May. Several people volunteered and we managed to keep
going on two days a week. With some of the COVID rules being
relaxed the original volunteers were welcomed back and it was
decided to operate on three days a week. So far this has been
successful, proving to be financially viable and having a quicker
turnover of donations.
We were informed by the Diocese that donations have to be
sprayed and not touched for 72 hours which meant a build up in the
hall, but we are now more organised with the sorting.
We have welcomed a lot of new customers and our outreach has improved.
All in all Pandoras is operating very well.

Chris Duffield
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Monday Hub News ...

The Monday Hub doesn’t just offer breakfast.
Every Monday morning, the precinct is
transformed with Rosie's attending for support, the
Footprints shower/laundry bus and hairdressers
(every 6 weeks) providing our community with
essentials which they are in need of during these
difficult and uncertain times, some government
support agencies and of course our own
Pandora’s and Pete’s Pantry.

Our Monday Hub program in full swing with us
being able to continue to reach out and provide
connections with our community.
We began offering a “Brekky Club” early in the
year—offering brekky and a chat on a Monay
Morning. During the current times, the community
members aren't able to enter our buildings—but it
hasn't stopped the people remembering that we
are here to help!

On the 12th of October our Monday Hub was
combined with the Anti-Poverty Expo which was
a great success. Seeing the community come
together and provide support for each other was
simply amazing. The hairdressing, Footprint bus,
NDIS, Wynnum Community Place, SAILS, Silky
Oaks, Mangrove Housing, Help employment,
Bayside community Legal, Wynnum Manly
Community Bank, Rosies, Pandoras, EACH,
Group 61 and Phoenix Learning were there and
involved. Overall it was a wonderfully day filled
with Hope, Joy and Love.
See next page for photo’s from our Facebook post
on the day.
Our Monday Hub has created a sense on
community within out larger community of
Wynnum giving the members peace of mind and a
safe positive space to simply be themselves and
relax over a cuppa.
Bec Petersen

This outreach to the community has allowed for
the love of God to be given in a social and relaxed
setting, providing the community members with a
safe and comfortable space to relax and enjoy
interactions with others who attend. This
continuing program has allowed for hope to be
instilled in our local community here in Wynnum by
reassuring those who attend knowing that every
Monday there will be breakfast available.

5

6

Pete’s Pantry Update...
basis. Safe By the Bay and Wynnum Community
Place are partnering with us to reach out further
into our community.
We were able to apply in the last month for a
Foodbank ID card, allowing us to stock up on
frozen meat products and bulk items that we use
on a regular basis at incredibly reduced costs.
Lastly the Pantry is St Peter’s venture to assist the
homeless, vulnerable and less fortunate in our

community, if you would like to help please come
to the hall on Monday, Wednesday or Friday, it is
open 9 -11 am so if you can volunteer for a portion
of that time it is appreciated. Monday is a special
day when Brekky Club is open from 8 -10am.
And thank you to the regular family who gives up
their early Monday morning to open Brekky Club
and assist with the Pantry. Also, on site on a
From an idea, to praying, to action, St Pete’s
Monday we have Rosies, and the Blue Bus for
Pantry came about by a few of us stepping out in
showering and laundry. Every month we have
faith and believing God is with us in this venture.
hairdressers on site to give free haircuts, so you
In January, an amount of $20,000 was drawn down
can see from all the activity our outreach is far
from the term deposit of the NILS fund to establish
reaching and on the increase.
the pantry and facilitate initial costs and
To finish on another high, I personally would like to
expenditure. I am happy and humble to report
give a virtual hug and thanks to those who
that with the generosity of Parishioners and
Leaders in the community we have not spent one volunteer their time every Monday (and now
Wednesday and Friday too), to assist with Brekky
cent of the $20,000.00.
Club and the Pantry.
As you can see from the photos, there have been a
couple of stages to get where we are today being
fully operational. A sincere shout of thanks goes
out to the parishioners who donate groceries every
week, and to the parishioners who donate in the
offering every week.
Thank you for answering the call for specific items,
and to the generous supporters who donated the
replacement window blinds and our cryovac
machine.
The saying goes “Many hands make light work” but
it’s not just the hands in the case of Pete’s Pantry
but generous donations received from such
unexpected sources, AFA kindly donated the
freezers, Peter Cummings gave $2,000 for the
refurbishment of the old meeting room, and Joan
Pease gives vouchers for those in need to use at
More photos on the next page of how the pantry
the chemist, as well as bags of food on a regular
has evolved.
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Pantry items stored in meeting room

St Pete’s Pantry moved to the Hall

Refurbishment nearly complete

Restocking -

Marilyne Jacob
Pantry Co-Ordinator
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Parish Council Update ...
Back in August we took the leap and decided to have a BookFest as there was a stock of books that
needed to go as we could not have the parish fete. COVID plan in place, the word spread and quickly
gained interest that BOOKS were for sale. Council decided to hold the event on the RNA Friday
public holiday and it was a huge success.
This in turn made space available in the hall to rearrange, tidy and clean out not only the hall side
rooms but also the parish office as well as gaining a dedicated area for Pandora’s donation sorting.
The current status in the office is that Jo is on extended leave and we have a group of volunteers
helping out to keep things ticking along. Email checking, Sunday service PowerPoint, Pew Bulletin,
mail, phone calls/answering machine, daily enquires, and now the Cornerstone newsletter are all
been taken care of by volunteers. We are getting better all the time and appreciate your patience at
the moment.

There has been training on how to use the coffee machine, a fence painting & garden mulching
working bee and the office has had a much needed sort and tidy to make it less cluttered. This
process is not finished yet and needs more time to complete properly. The new public entry to the
office is around the other side near the centre entrance to the hall, this means all entry points are
facing each other – office, hall and Donna’s office.
Looks pretty good so far and the hall has gained some book shelves with a supply of publications that
any parishioner is able to borrow or add too, check it out next time you have a cuppa at morning tea or
drop in.
There are a couple of jobs that require a handy person to help with, firstly making a ramp to access
the step at the side sliding door, entry to the hall. Secondly a lockable outdoor notice board for all the
flyers, parish news and other information that usually get displayed on the glass doors. Please send a
message to the office if you or someone you know might be able to assist us, we are happy to pay for
materials.
Parish Council has also been developing our Parish Vision & Mission Statement, tracking and
monitoring the church finances, reviewing of parish building spaces, updating and improving the
website the forming the Audio committee and resourcing them with the necessary ‘tech gear’ we
currently need to be able to run our worship services and record or livestream to YouTube. Sound and
audio training will be offered soon for those who are interested in helping out. Have you noticed the
lockable cupboards and new desk at the back of the church, looking pretty professional now !
Parish Council meets monthly and has been very active over the time when COVID restrictions were
in place. It was sad that we could not have activities such as the parish fete this year but the time was
used to plan and action things needing attention.
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Thanks to those who stepped forward with fundraising ideas – virtual cake stall & raffle and those
clever enough to make beautiful knitting / crochet bowls and meditation stools. We are always grateful
for our jam, chutney, pickle and pie makers who delight our taste buds. They will again help raise
funds during the Election Day stalls and Christmas Twilight markets and together with our skilled
crafty ladies always make a wonderful contribution to St Peter’s.
Pandora’s has continued to be a constant during this crazy time, although being closed for awhile then
opening with new volunteers(not in the COVID vulnerable age group), we were very happy to get
Pandora’s opening for two days a week, (now three days) and see happy customers return.
Now for the Christmas Season !
Ruth Hodson

New look Parish Office

Fence Painting & Garden mulching working bee

10

Get in touch
Reverend Donna Petersen
0435 023 184
stpeterskingdomkeys@gmail.com

Rev’d Donna Petersen

Parish Office
Sharon Fowler, Rae McCaughey, Ruth Hodson, Bec Petersen
9am-12 Noon; Mon, Wed, Fri

WorshipInWynnum

3893 2492

StPetersWynnum

StPetersWynnum@bigpond.com

www.StPetersWynnum.org

77 Charlotte Street, Wynnum 4178
PO Box 1097, Wynnum Central, 4178

Bank: Anglican Financial Services
Acct Name: Wynnum Anglican Parish
BSB: 704-901
Acct Number: 00000530
Reference: Weekly/Monthly Offering

Church Wardens
Warden

Wayne Elliot

0412 996 434
wayne@adefs.com.au

Warden

Cryssi Flynn

0439 444 873
flynn.christine@gmail.com

Warden & Grounds

Ross Hodson

0409 414 747
rosshodson@gmail.com

Prayer Chain

Marilyne Jacob
or Office

0407 964 617
3893 2492

Prayer & Reflection

Marilyne Jacob

0407 964 617

Christian Meditation

Kathryn Houston

0407 020 448

Health & Safety

Harley Miller

harleymiller32@gmail.com

Pandoras Thrift Store

Chris Duffield

0457 525 277

Parish Guild

Wendy Ross

0439 419 401

St Pete’s Pantry

Marilyne Jacob

0407 964 617

Group Directory
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What’s to Come at St Peter’s

Worship
Eucharist Service Times: Sundays 8am, Fortnightly on Wednesday at 10am (next morning Oct 28th)
Our mid-week Service Time: Wednesday Morning Prayer Service 8:30am (non Eucharist)
Events Calendar
Sun 25 Oct— October Parish Council Meeting after the Service commencing 10am
Sat 31 Oct— Election Day including stalls within COVID guidelines
Sun 1 Nov —All things Christmas Meeting after the Service commencing at 10am

Disclaimer : This publication does not represent the official view of Anglican Church Southern Queensland and
expresses the personal views of the speaker or author.
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