1

St Peter’s Anglican Church Wynnum
St PETER’S CORNERSTONE NEWS

NOVEMBER 2020

Warden’s Warbling…
St Peter’s is where you find the face of
God in the people you meet.

Finding Christ in our everyday
communities.

I ask you to reflect on this. Pray on this.
We evidence this and live out our Christian
How can I be the best I can be? Am I being Generosity by giving and supporting
through Prayer; Pete’s Pantry; Pandora’s;
authentic?
Monday Hub; plus a range of other in reach
Christian Generosity
and outreach programmes and activities.
Wise Stewardship
The Power of Gratitude
Motivation of Love

We are being wise in our stewardship of
our resources. This year we have been
These four concepts are intrinsically linked researching how we can do better and be
smarter in managing our Parish precinct.
and are present in all of us called to
Worship God as part of our community. We There are a number of projects being
developed ready to be endorsed and put
do this through; Living a life of gratitude,
into action. Such as the LED lighting, solar
Giving thanks every day, Giving of
panels, sustainable gardens and efficient
ourselves, not for ourselves, Being wise
air conditioning projects.
and not frivolous with our resources,
Finding joy in the everyday and being
We can encompass this as living a life of
Centered in the reciprocal love given by
servant leadership. Seeking The Fruits of
The Spirit (Galatians 5:22) as our
our Triune God.
‘God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our motivation and guiding source to live our
lives.
hearts.’ (Galatians 4:6)

Crucified Christ,
I pray that you will give me all the insight,
courage and love I will need today, to know
you in the communities of which I am part.
May others also see something of you in
me. Amen (Wayne M Elliott 2016)
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A Word From the Vicar...
Have you ever watched the movie “Inside
Out”? It’s an animated Disney movie
designed for children. However, as with a
lot of children’s literature, it has some
immensely powerful messages for all of us
about our human condition. The most
poignant message contained within this
movie is that ‘sadness’ is as necessary to a
healthy life as ‘joy’.

It is important that we
intentionally allow time,
space and energy within our
lives, as well as our
worship, for sadness,
reflection and grief. During
this time, we usually
remember the names of those people we’ve
loved and lost along life’s journey, marking
and embracing the sadness we each feel
Briefly, the film is about Riley, who is a
and have felt when someone we love dies.
young 11-year-old girl navigating her way
It’s a time when we can bring to the surface
through life. It is an interesting children's
all those feelings that we often keep
film that charts Riley’s inner life in such a
well-hidden and buried most of the time; the
way as to make it funny, engaging and very, ones we put in the circle and tell to stay.
very powerful. Uniquely, we are able to peer
inside Riley’s mind and see and hear the
More than that though, the service is a
inner mechanics of her brain and emotions place where we can with confidence,
working. These workings are depicted as
connect to God; the one who heals,
characters. ‘Joy’ runs the show, ‘Sadness’ is cleanses and recognises our sadness and
usually summarily dismissed as
blesses us through it. We are encouraged
unnecessary, ‘Anger, Fear and Disgust’
to experience it anew and then give it back
round out the five. We might all agree that to God. It’s a time when our grief is allowed
these are emotions no human can live
to become raw and real again in a space
without. But, the key theme in the movie is and time that is safe and held by the liturgy.
the importance of appreciating the value of, Thinking about sadness and our current
and allowing time for, sadness. There's a
climate of COVID 19 reminds me just how
scene where wanting to protect Riley and
fragile and precious life is and how
make her happy, Joy puts Sadness in a
necessary is the gift of being able to gather,
small circle and tells her to stay, which of
grieve and say goodbye. All Saints and All
course she does. As the story goes on, we Souls allows space, at least annually, for us
realise that there are times and places
to do just that.
where empathy and healing only come to
us through sadness. Sadness is a very
Why do we need it? Well, death is really
necessary part of life.
still a subject that mainstream society tries
to avoid and sanitise most of the time. We
st
nd
November 1 and 2 mark All Saints and
most likely run and hide from it, until we
All Soul’s Days respectively in our church
can’t.
calendar. It’s no accident that these two
days are marked together or that they sit
I remember when my mother died. She died
with All Hallows’ Eve (Oct 31st) or that they at home and because she died at home, as
mark the closing of ordinary time in our
well as lived alone, the police and coroner
liturgical calendar. It is as if they orchestrate couldn’t remove her until she had been
the change necessary, of pace, tone and
identified. They needed her next of kin, me,
mood, which lead us into Advent and then her eldest child, to identify and claim her
Christmas. These two days however, are
body. Whoa, death smacked me hard that
very important in the life of not only the
day, as did the ensuing grief and lasting
church, but also within our human
sadness. It has been marked down in my
existence.
history as one of the most surreal events in
my life.
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But the reality of our human existence,
particularly when we’re young, is to avoid
death, sadness and grief for as long as
possible and as completely as possible.
Nobody ever wants to really talk about
death and grief, or mourning and
sadness. Mostly we want to keep those
conversations in the box or the circle,
where they belong. But the truth is,
occasionally, in the rawness of day we
need to let those emotions have a voice.
We need to let them move physically
down our faces as tears, or clench our
heart until we feel as if it’s not beating, or
catch our breath in our throat as if we
can’t swallow or breathe again. We need
to call to mind and memory who we love,
why we love and how we love and that
love does not, and cannot, die or be shut
off or told to sit and stay, like a lapdog.
Perhaps it’s no accident that these days
marking All Souls/Saints almost
immediately precede the Advent season.
Advent, a time when we begin again the
journey of preparing for the ultimate joy
and celebration of Christmas. So if I
could remind you of anything it would be;
don’t rush ahead. Don’t get so busy
preparing your houses and lives of
busyness as to exclude the gift of love
born among us. It can become a time
when we ignore our sadness and grief or
put it in the circle and tell it to stay and
then rush headlong into what people
think we should be doing or feeling.
Please take the time between Nov 1st &
2nd (All Souls/Saints) and Nov 29 (Advent
1) to reflect and bring to God that which
makes you sad, that which grips your
heart, that which catches your breath or
causes you emotions to run down your
cheeks; give your sadness a voice,
before you try and embrace joy.

During Advent, I will again run a Blue
Christmas service. This service is for this
purpose of allowing sadness a voice. For
some, Christmas and the hype and
preparation surrounding it are too much
and too overwhelming. For some there is
no space and time to stop and reflect, to
think and remember. The Blue Service is
designed to give you a breather in
amongst the craziness and remember
who we are, and whose we are and that
God holds that space for us, all we need
to do is step into it. I encourage you
yourself or others you may know, to think
about attending the Blue service. I am
also available to talk about anything you
wish to talk about. Perhaps you would
like formal confession where, one on
one, you can offer to God those burdens
of your hearts and souls, as we begin to
prepare Him room, during Advent and
onto Christmas.
Jesus reminds us in Matthew 22:32, that
God ‘is’ the God of Abraham, the God of
Jacob, the God of Isaac". ‘God is’, not
‘God was’ God ‘is’ present tense, not
past; God ‘is’ - in ways we can't fathom God ‘is’ - of the living in each age, in
every place, here or in heaven. God ‘is’ the hope of faith. Death is not simply an
abrupt end, life is a gift, love is a gift, and
‘is’ not ‘was’ for us through God. New life
continues in the nearer presence of God.
Please, please contact me, talk to me,
make an appointment for coffee,
confession, unburdening, unloading, if
you feel you need to. But more than that,
‘be’. Allow yourself to be and become
through all your emotions, not just those
that appeal to the masses.
And God bless you all as you wrestle and
work through the very humaneness of
your lives with God, held in God’s grace
always.

Blessings and Shalom (God’s deep
abiding peace)
Donna+
Vicar
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SAILS at Bayside News….
a community outreach arm of the Anglican Parishes of East Redland, Manly, Waterloo Bay and Wynnum

EXCITING NEWS!
Construction is due to start next week (24 November) on our new Kayak Trailer storage
shed at St Peter’s Wynnum! The shed will be in an unused corner of the property
behind the church and be big enough for the kayak trailer to fit completely inside, along
with space for a fridge, storage for other equipment & spares.
Breaking News Our application has been successful for a 2020 Supplementary Volunteer Grant
(funded by the Commonwealth Department of Social Services, administered by Volunteering Qld)
for $3000 for volunteer training and storage shelving & lockable cupboard for our new kayak shed.

The new shed will be much easier to get the trailer in & out of, and St Peter’s will get
their shed space back that they have generously let SAILS at Bayside use for the last
14 years.
SAILS at Bayside are using their own funds (and borrowing around $11,000 to cover
50% of the cost of construction). SAILS will continue to explore fundraising options to
repay the debt as soon as possible.
(PS – SAILS at Bayside are very appreciative for the site clearing work performed by
Wynnum parishioners – Harley, Robert and Ross.)

RECENT EVENTS:
Wed 28 Oct – Private (Closed) Sailing for BABI Get Set For Work
The weather forecast was “iffy” for Wednesday’s Sailing with BABI’s Get Set For Work
program crew, with a 90% chance of showers and the possibility of a thunderstorm as
the day progressed. The decision was taken to give it a go, on the understanding that
we would cancel at any stage if the
weather was unsuitable…
We were greatly blessed by beautiful
conditions for the whole time on the water
and for our pack up. The rain did not start
until after the boats were all back in the
sheds!
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Fri 6 Nov – Private (Closed) Kayaking for QPASTT (refugees)

On 6 Nov we went kayaking with a group of refugees as part of one of QPASTT support
programs. We were blessed with great weather. These events make us very grateful for
our situation in Australia. Over lunch a couple of the men shared photos of the
destruction of their homes which had left them with only the clothes they were wearing
as they fled their homes and became refugees…

Sat 14 Nov – Private (Closed) Sailing & Kayaking for CREATE Foundation (kids in care)
On 14 Nov we had a great day sailing & kayaking with young people in out-of-home care
and their carer families. We are once again very thankful to God for the weather for our
annual event for CREATE. Again this year the weather forecasts weren’t looking good
right up until late Friday, when the forecast improved markedly, and we had good weath-

WAYS TO HELP US
BUNNINGS BBQ – Sat 19 Dec:
Bunnings BBQs (pre COVID 19) were a primary source of SAILS funding. Slowly these opportunities
are restarting. SAILS are running a Bunnings BBQ at Capalaba on Sat 19 Dec. We still need a
volunteer organise & deliver the sausages, bread & onions.
Please contact Peter Downie (Program Coordinator) on 31370000 | sailsatbayside@gmail.com if you
can assist.
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Thankyou ...
Jo Dunbar
Jo retires from St Peter’s
parish office
1st November 2020
After 24 years of dedicated service

Jo thanks everyone for their kind words
and prayers, and has asked that this
recognition is all that she requires.
From Jo—
”It has been a great privilege and

honor to have been the Parish
Administrator for the past 24 years.
Wishing you all the best for the
future growth of the parish within
the Community”.
With Best Wishes
Joanne Dunbar
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Happy 100th Birthday
JOAN WARD

Left to right front to back.
Beryl Wheeldon, Joan Ward,
Rev’d Donna Petersen, Marilyne Jacob, Katie Flynn.
A couple of us went and celebrated Joans hundredth birthday. A lovely time was had by
all. Thank you to her daughter Rosemary as well as Joan’s other children who put on a
lovely lunch to celebrate this auspicious milestone.
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Some simple words to thinking and pray about in
His holy name when reflecting in our current world...
Tapestry Of Life
Not till the loom is silent

And the shuttles cease to fly
Will God unroll the canvas
And explain the reason why
The dark threads are as needful

In the weaver’s skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silver
In the pattern He has planned.
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Pandora’s News...
Pandora’s Thrift Shop is now the collection point for any
used stamps (yes it’s still a thing !)
St Peter’s has collected stamps for the annual ABM fund
raiser for many years.
So don’t throw them out we would love you to drop them
off when Pandora’s is open on a Monday, Wednesday or
Friday anytime from 9am to Midday.
Thank you :)

NOTICE
Pandora’s will be closing after the night of the
Twilight Markets, December 12th, for the
Summer break.

All our volunteer staff would like to wish you
all every blessing for the Christmas season
and best wishes for the New Year.
A big thank you goes out to all our customers
and donors over the last 12 months who have
contributed to another successful year, even
considering all COVID restrictions.
AGM Part A, November 15, 2020
Parish Council for 2021 has been accepted.
Your church Wardens remain the same -Wayne Elliott, Cryssi Flynn & Ross Hodson.
Welcome to some new Parish Council members and thank you to those who were part of
the team for 2020. We have lots lined for 2021 to keep you busy.
The Parish Council for 2021 is Travis Anderson-Bond, Robyn Elliott, Sharon Fowler,
Ruth Hodson, Sue Kemp, Richard Lloyd-Jones, Adrian Petersen & Rick Petersen.
AGM Part B will be held after our Sunday Worship Service on Sunday February 7th,
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Get in touch
Reverend Donna Petersen
0435 023 184
stpeterskingdomkeys@gmail.com

Rev’d Donna Petersen

Parish Office
Sharon Fowler, Rae McCaughey, Ruth Hodson, Bec Petersen, Peter Grevett
9am-12 Noon; Mon, Wed, Fri

WorshipInWynnum

3893 2492

StPetersWynnum

StPetersWynnum@bigpond.com

www.StPetersWynnum.org

77 Charlotte Street, Wynnum 4178
PO Box 1097, Wynnum Central, 4178

Bank: Anglican Financial Services
Acct Name: Wynnum Anglican Parish
BSB: 704-901
Acct Number: 00000530
Reference: Weekly/Monthly Offering

Church Wardens
Warden

Wayne Elliot

0412 996 434
wayne@adefs.com.au

Warden

Cryssi Flynn

0439 444 873
flynn.christine@gmail.com

Warden & Grounds

Ross Hodson

0409 414 747
rosshodson58@gmail.com

Prayer Chain

Marilyne Jacob
or Office

0407 964 617
3893 2492

Prayer & Reflection

Marilyne Jacob

0407 964 617

Christian Meditation

Kathryn Houston

0407 020 448

Health & Safety

Harley Miller

harleymiller32@gmail.com

Pandoras Thrift Store

Chris Duffield

0457 525 277

Parish Guild

Wendy Ross

0439 419 401

St Pete’s Pantry

Marilyne Jacob

0407 964 617

Group Directory
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What’s to Come at St Peter’s
Worship
Eucharist Service Times:
Sundays 8am, Fortnightly on Wednesday at 10am
Morning Prayer Service Time:
Wednesday Morning Prayer Service 8:30am (non Eucharist)

Events Calendar
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Notice Announcement
A Call for Helpers

WANTED
“CHRISTMAS COOKS”
CAN YOU MAKE RUM BALLS?
CAN YOU MAKE GINGERBREAD?
CAN YOU MAKE SHORTBREAD?
CAN YOU MAKE FRUIT MINCE PIES?

>IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS
WE NEED YOU FOR OUR TWILIGHT MARKET
ON DECEMBER 12TH

>PLEASE TALK TO ONE OF THE WARDENS
OR KATIE FLYNN
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Disclaimer : This publication does not represent the official view of Anglican Church Southern Queensland and
expresses the personal views of the speaker or author.

