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Warden’s Warbling…
Like many people, Robyn and I take time in January to reflect
on the previous year. Then focus on the year ahead. We
have a tradition of watching the sunrise over the bay. This
has become special time for us. This year
we witnessed sunrise from the breakwater
and not the Mangrove Boardwalk.
From the Christmas Reflections I’ve been
receiving from Lutheran Hours Ministries
is Sunrise.
‘Because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the
sunrise shall visit us from on high’ Luke 1:78 ESV
Reflect& Discuss
Which do you prefer, sunrise or sunset? Why?
Can you recall a sunrise that meant a lot to you?
How does Jesus coming into our world give you hope?
2020 gave challenges the likes we haven’t seen before.
We’ve all had to first survive, then adapt, grow and thrive.
None of us can Iive our lives the way we used to. Through
our faith we live with hope for our future. When we are
weary, remember.
‘Come to me, all of you who are weary and carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.’ Matthew 11:28 NRSV
Worship without Words
Worshiping without words is more than listening to
instrumental music. It is in the Doing and living out in our
everyday life. It can be in the Appreciation for moments of
awe and wonder. A sunrise or sunset. The sounds of the
songbirds heralding a new day. It is in the quiet moments
with those you love and cherish.
For our Parish, 2021 is themed as our Year of Land Healing,
a ministry of stewardship. Preparing the way. Through us
taking Responsibility for the resources we use. We must

Minimise waste and designing out waste. Our Parish has an
obligation to be community leaders in Growing the circular
economy. Reuse, repurpose, recycling, up cycling.
Rejuvenate and regenerate. Plus, when and where
necessary, replace with a new more sustainable option.
Some people term this as resource management. Others as
sustainability.
Another part of healing is dealing with and managing the
emotional toll and stress 2020 has brought on us all. A
combination of action and rest will help. Regular ‘rest breaks’
to punctuate our times of action will keep us resilient.
Back in 2020, I penned We’ve got this. Yes, we did because
we aren’t doing it alone. Firstly, I give daily thanks and
gratitude for the love and support of my wife Robyn. Our
Executive has been a wonderful team. So has our Parish
Council. Also, the numerous volunteers in keeping our Parish
viable.
‘Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing.’ 1 Thessalonians 5:11 NRSV
Unconsciously we have been doing this. Especially through
prayer. Please include the Prayer Chain team in your regular
prayers.
Another Reflect & Discuss from Lutheran Hour
Ministries.
Why do you think God chose the name
‘Saviour’ rather than ‘healer’ or ‘miracle
worker’ or ‘teacher’? As we begin our
2021, Learn to trust the journey. Even
when you don’t understand it.
L’Chaim,
Wayne Elliot, People’s Warden , St Peter’s Wynnum
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A Word From the Vicar...
Hello my name is Church.
This is a poem written by the ‘Unappreciated Pastor’ (that’s his or her
official title). It was originally published by Huff Post in 2013 and its worth
another look. I have slightly adapted it to make it relevant to 2021
(#additions by Rev’d Donna).
If we are honest we have all thought these things at some point in our lives
about church and about our priest/pastor. Lucky for us, God is patient and
continues to wait for us to respond in love to his call to worship and
reverence, to church and to grace.

Hello my name is church
#
your priest/pastor...
I’m sure you’ve heard a lot about me. I have no
shortage of critics.
Perhaps you have heard that I am...
Boring
Shallow
Cheap
A waste of time
You might have heard that I am full of:
Hypocrites
Clowns
Greedy people
The self-righteous

Maybe you tried to
serve in me but were caught off guard by:
Business meetings
Committees
Teams
Bureaucracy
#
COVID

Maybe you left and were surprised that nobody
#
your priest/pastor:
Called
Cared
Noticed
Invited you back

Perhaps your experience has driven you to:
Speak negatively of me
Maybe you have visited me before and discovered: Swear to never come back to me
Horrible music
Proclaim that no one needs me
Believe you’re better off without me
Passionless singing
Dry preaching
Rude congregants
If this is true, I have something to say to you:
I’m sorry
Maybe you needed me and I was:
I was wrong
Too busy
I blew it
Too “righteous”
I made a huge mistake
Too broke
Too blind
But remember, I never said my name was:
Perfect
Maybe you joined me and found I was:
Flawless
Distant
Complete
Demanding
Arrived
Dull
Preoccupied
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I cannot shut my doors to the people who make
you:
Angry
Uncomfortable
Impatient
Self-conscious
But I would remind you that we couldn't always
worship in the same room.
In the Old Testament there was a division
between the:
Gentile
Jew
Man
Woman
In order for us to all worship in the same room
Christ was:
Shamed
Beaten
Killed
Resurrected
Which is far worse than being:
Bored
Uncomfortable
Embarrassed
Ignored

So why not come back to church and let all of
these messed up people:
Challenge you
Sharpen you
Strengthen you
Humble you
#
Pray for you
I can’t promise you that people will be great.
This is church.
It’s not:
Heaven
Paradise
The Celestial city
#
or insert most desired place ever here!
Come back!
God wants you here.
The body needs you here.
The world requires your witness here.
You belong here.
Hello, my name is church.
I miss you.
I love you.
I’m sorry.
I can’t wait to see you.
Shalom +Donna
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Our twilight markets were a great success and it was a blessing to be able to reach out
to the community and provide joy at the end of a difficult year. Pandoras was also open
during the markets and that allowed everyone to have the opportunity to finish last minute Christmas shopping and buy some homemade gift from our stalls.
Thanks again to all involved for making this annual event a popular one in the Wynnum
and St Peter’s community.

Pete’s Pantry did a great job in organising to give out hampers to our local
community and provide local families and individuals some joy and hope
during the holiday season.
Thanks to all those involved in this wonderful outreach. The Pantry was
overflowing with donations and lots of helpers packing and distributing
hampers bringing much needed were joy and hope to those in need.
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COVID Warden News

Most parishioners now take these new measures in
their stride and in a good-natured manner.

Well, that title encapsulates how strange 2020 was
for everyone (overseas, in Australia and here in the
Wynnum community). The need for a Church
Warden to be made responsible for the ongoing
health of St Peter’s parishioners in a COVID-19
environment was unimaginable at the beginning of
the year.

In the past few months, my attention has largely
revolved around managing ‘unannounced people’.
While this has only happened a few times – it
represents an ongoing risk to everyone if not
handled calmly, in a firm but friendly manner.

My role is to oversee the registration process for
Sunday and other services, ensure the Parish
complies with all Department of Health
requirements and generally to be a ‘sounding
board’ for every proposal to expand the
opportunities for Parish life to resume (and to the
level permitted).

Things that have changed …. We are no longer
temperature checking before a service; however,
we ask everyone attending to consider all
applicable questions asked as they approach the
registration desk. Temperature checking was not
mandated by the Diocese; however, it was
considered a necessary measure given a majority
of our parishioners are in the vulnerable category.

As we now are well into the first month of the New
Year, it is a time to reassess our current position
I was late on board with the measures Donna and
my fellow wardens initiated to ensure that the fabric with a view to widening our opportunities to meet
as a community.
of Parish community continued to function during
the shut-down of normal activities in March/ April.
Things that will stay the same - Pre-registration. It
A shortened holiday in Japan followed by two
is a government requirement that an electronic
weeks isolation meant that many of the measures
record be kept and able to be supplied when
(such as church services provided over the
requested of all people attending a service. As
internet, phone trees, mailouts etc), were well
recent events have shown, the ability to identify
established before I was ‘let out’ into the
community again in mid-April. Appointment as the and trace groups which may have come in contact
with COVID 19, reduces the duration and severity
COVID Warden seemed the least I could do to
of any resulting lockdown.
support the efforts already well-established.

My aims in this process are threefold –
(1) allow Parish life to return in a staged manner;
(2) in all activities, adopt measures that reduce
potential health risks to all parishioners; and
(3) ensure we comply with all health department
requires thus reducing the risk of reimposed
restrictions to our daily lives.

Other remaining measures are now considered
adequate given the low levels of community
infections.

In 2021, we will look to more fellowship
opportunities such as parish dinners / breakfasts
etc. As we did with fund raising activities in 2020
(starting slowly with the Book Fest then scaling up
Personally, whilst I continue to enjoy aspects of
for the election and twilight markets) so we will ‘test
live-streaming services and still find Zoom
meetings ok in small doses – I will always strive to the waters’ early in 2021 with a smaller function
and then look to progressively larger events as the
increase the number of parishioners attending
year progresses. Through small initial steps,
services face-to-face.
parishioner participation and cooperation, and
At this point, I would like to express my gratitude to appropriate adoption of government guidelines and
requirements, it is my hope that 2021 will be a year
all parishioners in relation to Sunday service
of increased fellowship.
attendance. Pre-registration, temperature testing,
escorting to pews and physical distancing creates a
Ross Hodson – COVID Warden
‘orchestrated process’ often at odds with
customary pre- and post-activities at services.
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Our Christmas services and those leading into the Christmas season were wonderfully
received attracting a good turnout of people. The family service in particular provided joy
and laughter to those who attended with the re-telling of the Christmas story.
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THANKYOU

to all our 2020 TREErific participants

who made our display a success. It is wonderful to have all of
you involved in our St Peter’s and Wynnum community.
Waterloo Bay Leisure Centre
Aveo Manly Gardens Retirement Village
Quota Club of Wynnum Manly
Councilor Peter Cumming
SAILS at Bayside
Pete’s Pantry
St Peters’ Flower Ladies
Red Cross
Mothers’ Union
St Peters’ Parish
Pandoras
Gumdale Progress Association
Boomerang Bags
St Peters’ Men’s Group
Rotary Club of Wynnum Manly
Manly Lota Venturers
EACH
Wynnum Manly Bridge Club Inc
Beanie Brigade
Beryl Wheeldon
Vintage Red Hats
Bayside Women’s Social Club
Joan Pease MLA
George Hartnett Metropolitan Funerals
Also to Anne Skitmore who displayed her
Nativities.
A huge thank you also goes out to Wendy and
all her willing helpers for taking the time to
organise, setup, supervise and be involved in
this annual event.
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Men's Ministry
Date Claimer

We’re commencing Men's Ministry 2021
with a dinner,
6.30pm Wednesday 27th January
at Mates Restaurant
70 Edith Street, Wynnum.
You will be welcome so come along and find out
about Men’s Ministry over a meal & cuppa.
RSVP by 25thJanuary
charles.dunbar007@gmail.com 0411202412
St Peters Men’s Ministry
is a group for men to meet
and gather, support, share,
and discuss in an
environment of mateship and
integrity underpinned by

God’s Love
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Get in touch
Reverend Donna Petersen
0435 023 184
stpeterskingdomkeys@gmail.com

Rev’d Donna Petersen

Parish Office
Peter Grevett, Sharon Fowler, Rae McCaughey, Ruth Hodson, Bec Petersen
9am-12 Noon; Mon, Wed, Fri

WorshipInWynnum

3893 2492

StPetersWynnum

StPetersWynnum@bigpond.com

www.StPetersWynnum.org

77 Charlotte Street, Wynnum 4178
PO Box 1097, Wynnum Central, 4178

Bank: Anglican Financial Services
Acct Name: Wynnum Anglican Parish
BSB: 704-901
Acct Number: 00000530
Reference: Weekly/Monthly Offering

Church Wardens
Warden

Wayne Elliot

0412 996 434
wayne@adefs.com.au

Warden

Cryssi Flynn

0439 444 873
flynn.christine@gmail.com

Warden & Grounds

Ross Hodson

0409 414 747
rosshodson58@gmail.com

Prayer Chain

Marilyne Jacob
or Office

0407 964 617
3893 2492

Prayer & Reflection

Marilyne Jacob

0407 964 617

Christian Meditation

Kathryn Houston

0407 020 448

Health & Safety

Harley Miller

harleymiller32@gmail.com

Pandoras Thrift Store

Chris Duffield

0457 525 277

Parish Guild

Wendy Ross

0439 419 401

St Pete’s Pantry

Marilyne Jacob

0421 677 552

Group Directory
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St Peter’s
ANGLICAN PARISH OF WYNNUM
Parish Motto, Vision Mission
Ratified at AGM 15TH NOVEMBER 2020

Parish Motto
Making disciples; growing in faith.
St Peter’s is where you can find the face of God in the people you meet.

Parish Vision
We are building a vibrant Christian community, which offers a place for reflection, growth and action.

Parish Mission
We are all children of God, therefore we welcome children of all ages. No
matter what your current family circumstances are, please join with us.
We offer diverse ways of meeting Jesus, getting to know Him and understanding His way. We welcome you to come and join us in worship.
We’re making worship as accessible as possible. More than just meeting for
our Sunday Morning services in our Church building.
We understand that some prefer to join us via online services. We welcome
you to join us from the comfort of your home or when you’re away, at a time
of your convenience.
We are working with and in our local community. We use our Spiritual gifts
for making a positive impact on our community and environment.

We pray to discern projects that resonate with our community. We implement
these projects through partnering with others - in order to help and bring
hope for those in need.
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What’s On at St Peter’s
Worship
Eucharist Service Times:
Sundays 8am
2nd and 4th Wednesday at 10am
Morning Prayer (non Eucharist) Service Time:

Wednesday Morning Prayer Service 8:30am

Events Calendar
January 25

Pandora’s Re-opening for 2021

January 27

Men’s Ministry commencing for 2021

February 7

AGM Part B (after Service)

February 14

Pancake Morning Tea after Sunday Service

February 17

ASH Wednesday
10am Eucharist Service &
7pm Imposition of Ashes

February 28

Parish Council 10am

March 20

Parish Flea Market - details To Be Advised

March 28

Palm Sunday

April 1

Holy Thursday

April 2

Good Friday

April 4

Easter Sunday

May 23

Pentecost Sunday

Disclaimer : This publication does not represent the official view of Anglican Church Southern Queensland and
expresses the personal views of the speaker or author.

