1

St Peter’s Anglican Church Wynnum
St PETER’S CORNERSTONE NEWS

FEBRUARY 2021

Warden’s Warbling…
Living Generously

Equally, the Holy Spirit has given us fruit to bear in the daily
application of our gifts.

Going hand in glove with living a life of gratitude is Living
Generously. Expressing gratitude daily has become a
natural part of our lives. It is part of our daily prayers,
giving thanks.
So what do we mean by Living Generously? The answer to this
begins with following passage from our Bible.

Galatians 5:22-23 NLT
22
But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our
lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. There is no
law against these things!

Romans 12:6-8 NLT (Generous Living BRF 8 January 2021)
6
In his Grace, God has given us different gifts for doing
certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to
prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given
you. 7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If
you are a teacher, teach well.
8
If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it
is giving, give generously. If God has given you
leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And
if you have a gift of showing kindness to others, do it
gladly.
As I read this daily reading, I was enlightened to the role it
plays in our Parish life. Our Parish life with each of us offering
our talents with a generous heart and the applying of our
Spiritual gifts, to collectively fulfil our part in our Mission
Action Plan (MAP).

Part of Fiona Stratta’s commentary on Romans 12 is:
‘We need to remember that, at different points in our
lives, there will be ‘seasons’ for giving and receiving. It
takes grace to receive gladly as well as to give, accepting
others’ generosity with gratitude.’
Our MAP theme for 2021 is – Year of Land Healing Ministries.
Sunshine and water are integral to our land. We are the
current custodians of our land. Part of our stewardship
responsibilities is to holistically manage our land for now and
for tomorrow. Not to keep planting the same seeds in the
same garden year after year without nurturing and resting
before replanting causing our fertile grounds to lose their
goodness. In between seasons reflecting and praying for what
we are called grow in the next season.
Together let us encourage and grow each
other’s strengths. Let us comfort and heal
each other in our time of need.

Each of us have a responsibility to pray for wisdom and
guidance to recognise what our gifts are and how to apply
L’Chaim,
Wayne Elliott
them. We need to be aware that our gifts may change from
time to time. What are you being called to bring forward now? Parish Warden, St Peter's Anglican Parish of Wynnum
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A Word From the Vicar...

Lent, what does it mean and how do we mark it?
Lent, or more accurately the season of Lent is the six weeks; 40 days before Easter.
There are several schools of thought, when it comes to deciding on when lent officially
ends. Needless to say its at Easter or a few days before, largely whatever is your
preference. Essentially though, without Sunday’s; as Sunday’s are always mini Easter
Days, Lent encompasses the six, weeks from Ash Wednesday, to Maundy Thursday.
At St Peter’s, we work on the premise that Lent changes in tone and focus on Palm/
Passion Sunday the week before Easter as we embark in earnest toward the cross and
resurrection and enter into Holy Week.
What is different about Lent as opposed to other liturgical seasons?
Lent is a penitential season. That is, Lent is a time for reflecting on our sin; or our
separation from God’s purpose for us. Lent is about repentance, or the calculated,
intentional turning back to God. Lent is also about recognising Christ’s redemption for us
always. All this takes place whilst remembering always, that we are post resurrection
people and that, Christ has already won the battle. In this respect, the best way to
describe Lent is, as a both/and season.
What can we do, say, or think, that’ll help us in our Lenten journey?
More often than not, Lent is a time for some serious study, reflection, prayer, fasting and
penance. Let me break each one of them open a little:
Study: Even if you are not part of a small group or an
existing study, during Lent you should consider it. As Lenten
studies only go for a maximum of 5-7 weeks, its a great
opportunity to, ‘try it out’ for yourself. Meeting with others to
discuss faith, worship and spiritual life within the church is
never a waste of time. Often during these times, we get to know
a bit more about our fellow travellers along the way, this builds
relationship, friendship and connection, as well as renews
energy for worship, prayer, fellowship and engagement. And
you don’t need to know anything. A study is a time to grow and
enquire. It is necessary for one to belong and what better way
to belong that discussing something you are all passionate
about. Stories mingled. Our story, and God’s story, together.
Reflection: this is an opportunity to do, or practice some
self assessment. I would suggest journalling or writing in some
form, what it is your feeling, thinking, or experiencing with
regards to church, God, and relationships. This is always a
worthwhile and helpful exercise. You may gain insights, you
may have not been able to fathom otherwise. You may learn
things about yourself too. This is not about what others are
doing, rather, its about you, and God and what you are going
through or experiencing? Of course, this does not have to be
written down, it can be walked or prayed out too.
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Prayer: I know, you can’t pray, or you don’t know how to pray.
I hear ya! But prayer is the most simple and natural exercise
once you get a bit of practice in. Its simply about building and
sustaining a relationship with your God, just like you would
with someone else you love. I know. Its easy for you to say!’
But put simply, find where you’re vulnerable; we all are you
know. Then let Christ in. Let God see your scars. The secret to
a lasting relationship is when the other knows the absolute
worst thing about you and loves and accepts you anyway.
Give God a chance to enter into your vulnerability and love
you just as you are. Breathe! You can do it. Prayer can be as
simple as breathing in God’s peace and breathing out your
anguish. No words, or cleverness, no book, or formula, no props. Just you and God, being.
‘Lord come, bless your servant and speak, for your servant is listening’.
Fasting: this can be as simple or as complicated as you want. The idea behind
fasting, is that you abstain from anything that you think you cant live without for a period of
time every day. It actually should be hard. It should be intentional. The idea is to should
free you mind and heart to engage with God on a deeper level. My advice is, if you want to
fast properly, don't just give up chocolate, because you have a few kilo’s to lose. Or don't
give up coffee or alcohol or fast food, just because its healthier for you. These things are
true and ‘your Father who sees in secret, knows them. Instead, give up something which
helps you gain a better understanding or relationship with Christ, or frees up time and
space for reflection, prayer, meditation, or intentional connection with God. Remember,
even if you ‘FAIL’, (First Attempt In Learning), keep going. ‘And your Father who sees in
secret, will reward you’. Be warned though, a Godly reward is not always what you expect.
Finally, Penance: this one is tricky. Penance is more than simply being sorry for
something you’ve done or said wrong. Penance is more than reciting the Lord’s Prayer 10
times or saying some other ritual words to show your contrition. Although, sometimes
these things are true. Penance is even more than saying please forgive me. Penance is
about recognising ‘the something’ that is keeping you from a full and honest relationship
with Christ and aiming to correct it. Again, you will mostly likely FAIL the first 100 or more
times you try, but keep trying. Not only will you get better at it, but after lots of goes, you
might look back and see that you have made incremental progress. Perhaps, without even
realising it.
So what are you doing this Lent? How can you engage in some or all of the markers of
Lent? Honestly, this is between you and God. Perhaps start with that and then work out
what you’d like to either gain or lose from the exercises? AND if you’re struggling, come
speak to me, perhaps we can work something out.
Our Mission Action Plan (MAP) has us focusing on land healing
ministries this year, so what land in your life, needs healing?
What land in our corporate life here at St Peter’s needs healing
or at least some attention?
Blessings as you journey though Lent in 2021. The pic is of our
diorama in the chapel this year and it represents our journey
through our life with Christ, our Good Shepherd. Perhaps you
could use it as a focus or reflection.
Shalom
+Donna
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$ Update from the Treasurer $
Welcome to my first Cornerstone article. I will attempt to keep you all up to date each
month with where we are at financially.
Below I have a chart of our income and expenditure for January vs the same time last year.
As you can see our income is down and our expenditure is slightly up from last year. This has
led to a slight deficit for the month.
I always think January is a difficult month – after the flurry of Christmas and people being
away and on holidays.
It is only the beginning of the year, so lets all work together and turn it all around.

Robyn Elliott

**************************************************************************
****Hair Aid will be back at
St Peter’s Monday Hub
Monday 15 March, 9 -10 am
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An article on CONFLICT, COMPLEXITY AND THE CROSS
Conflict is a part of life. It manifests in all sorts of ways in
every aspect of daily human experience.
At home. At work. Among neighbours. At church.
Between nations. It is a challenging truth that
conflict emerges between and among people of all
creeds, cultures, continents, and characters.
Conflict is complex. It emerges at varying degrees of
intensity, centred on an array of possible issues and
interests. It can be local or global. For example, a local
dispute might exist between neighbours as they tussle
over who will pay for a new fence or it can be global as
nations seek to assert themselves as the dominant
political, economic, and military source of international
power. Conflict might spark because of contested
ideologies, philosophies, faiths or theologies, religions,
politics, or
personalities. It often rears its head when finite
resources, like money or water or food or minerals, are
sought by an infinite number of parties. Think about the
tension and anxiety that emerged when our nation
sought to respond economically to COVID-19 or how our
nation is now conflicted
political relationship with China has affected the trade
income of rural producers and, hence, the lives of rural
communities.
Whether we like it or not, conflict is a part of human
experience.
Dispute resolution is the name given to a suite of
methods applied to navigate or resolve conflict. I say
‘navigate or resolve’ because sometimes
seamless resolution is simply not possible. In those
situations, navigating the stormy seas of conflict in such
a way that all parties can live with the outcome is the
best we can do.
Within dispute resolution, trained and accredited
practitioners apply one or more of the following
methods: 1) Arbitration 2) Conciliation 3) Expert
Determination 4) Family Dispute Resolution and/or 5)
Mediation. Each method has its place within the field of
dispute resolution depending upon the
nature of the presenting conflict. Some may involve
lawyers, many don’t. All involve trained and
accredited dispute resolution practitioners.
Increasingly, the Australian legal system is drawing upon
dispute resolution as it seeks to reduce the number of
matters brought before the court and
because methods of dispute resolution have proven to
be effective not only in navigating and/or
resolving conflict but also in fostering a relational rather
than adversarial approach. When the process is
complete, this tends to leave communities and
relationships in a better place than a court
determination.

As a former journalist and
political advisor now practicing
theology as an Anglican Priest
and Professed Franciscan, this
is a natural expression of my
ministry. This is a ministry
shaped and embodied by the
reconciling cross of Christ. It is
a call to restore covenant
relationships between creation
and Creator. It is, as St Paul
wrote in his second letter to
the Corinthians, “… from God,
who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5.18). Or even more simply, as the
Prayer of St Francis begins, “make me an instrument of
your peace”.
My theology as a Franciscan and the via media at the
heart of Anglicanism inspired me to become a trained
and nationally accredited Mediator.
Mediation might be “used when you want to
consider all the disputed issues, develop options to
resolve each issue, and with the other participant (s)
decide on an outcome. Mediation lets participants make
agreements to meet the needs and concerns that are
important to them. Mediation discussions and outcomes
are usually confidential. Agreements can be legally
binding depending on what the matter is and what the
participants decide. In Mediation, the mediator does not
give advice, offer an opinion, or make a determination.
The mediator helps
participants focus on the issues and keeps
communication going to reach an outcome. A
mediator helps participants decide what to do
themselves”.
In our world of constant conflict and contestation, I pray
I might be of some use to both creation and Creator, to
this world and the next. Perhaps I might be of some use
to you.
By The Rev’d Daniel Hobbs
Priest in Charge St Paul’s Manly
Accredited Mediator - Professional Member Resolution Institute
Drawn from https://www.resolution.institute/resolvingdisputes/mediation
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Pete’s Pantry News
St Pete’s Pantry – Fun in the Sun (well, not exactly)
We’ve been busy bees at the pantry with client numbers steadily increasing since
Christmas. We are overwhelmed by the generosity of St Peter’s parishioners, with the
steady flow of groceries and monetary donations. Thank you.
Behind the scenes of the pantry are the hardworking volunteers who provide the assistance
to all in need but are also on hand to restock the shelves when we do a visit to
Foodbank. On a funny note, Rae and I went to Foodbank on Tuesday 2nd February, you may
or may not remember, it was the Tuesday when we had an absolute downpour. Rae and I
arrived at Foodbank at 7.30 – Ben advised us, we were 14th in the queue and would be
allowed in at 9am. It was a great visit and we were able to pick up bread and other basics
that we regularly need for the Pantry. As we were reversing out, Ben hailed me to stop, he
told me I had a flat tyre. I called the RACQ and the first thing he asked me was ‘Do you have
a spare”.
“Oh no, the spare is in the boot,” The RACQ guy (Paul) arrived and took one look at us and
told us to get back into the car, because we were soaked to the skin, he was grinning from
ear to ear. He then changed the tyre and put all our goodies back in the boot. Rae and I
were so appreciative. We called the RACQ back again to acknowledge that Paul had gone
above and beyond, then we giggled all the way back to the church to restock the pantry.
Please come and join our happy bunch, we are open Monday Wednesday and Friday
between 9 and 11am.
Marilyne Jacob

Back Row : Marilyne and Rae
Front Row : Robert, Richard and Geoff
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: This year’s service will be held on
Friday 5th March, at the Wynnum Christian Community
Church (ex- Gospel Chapel), 161 Preston Road, Manly West.
The service will start at 10.00am and will be followed by light
refreshments, following COVID rules.
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Get in touch
Reverend Donna Petersen
0435 023 184
stpeterskingdomkeys@gmail.com

Rev’d Donna Petersen

Parish Office
Peter Grevett, Sharon Fowler, Rae McCaughey, Ruth Hodson, Bec Petersen
9am-12 Noon; Mon, Wed, Fri

WorshipInWynnum

3893 2492

StPetersWynnum

stpeterswynnum@bigpond.com

WynnumAnglicans

www.stpeterswynnum.org
77 Charlotte Street, Wynnum 4178
PO Box 1097, Wynnum Central, 4178

Bank: Anglican Financial Services
Acct Name: Wynnum Anglican Parish
BSB: 704-901
Acct Number: 00000530
Reference: Weekly/Monthly Offering

Church Wardens
Warden

Wayne Elliot

0412 996 434
wayne@adefs.com.au

Warden

Cryssi Flynn

0439 444 873
flynn.christine@gmail.com

Warden & Grounds

Ross Hodson

0409 414 747
rosshodson58@gmail.com

Prayer Chain

Marilyne Jacob
or Office

0407 964 617
3893 2492

Prayer & Reflection

Marilyne Jacob

0407 964 617

Christian Meditation

Kathryn Houston

0407 020 448

Health & Safety

Harley Miller

harleymiller32@gmail.com

Pandoras Thrift Store

Chris Duffield

0457 525 277

Parish Guild

Wendy Ross

0439 419 401

St Pete’s Pantry

Marilyne Jacob

0421 677 552

Group Directory
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2021 PARISH COUNCIL
Churchwardens

Wayne Elliott, Cryssi Flynn, Ross Hodson

Synod Representatives

Ross Hodson, Richard Lloyd-Jones

Nominators

Cryssi Flynn, Sharon Fowler, Ross Hodson

Parish Council

Travis Anderson-Bond, Robyn Elliott, Sharon Fowler
Ruth Hodson, Sue Kemp, Richard Lloyd-Jones
Adrian Petersen, Rick Petersen

Treasurer

Robyn Elliott
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What’s On at St Peter’s
Worship
Eucharist Service Times:
Sundays 8am
2nd and 4th Wednesday at 10am
Morning Prayer (non Eucharist) Service Time:
Wednesday Morning Prayer Service 8:30am

Events Calendar
March 5

World Day of Prayer
10am Wynnum Christian Community Church, 161 Preston Rd

March 13

Parish Flea Market 8am

March 15

Hair Aid 9-10 am Monday Hub

March 28

Palm Sunday
Parish Council

April 1

Holy Thursday

April 2

Good Friday

April 4

Easter Sunday

April 24

Portofino Fashion Afternoon Tea from 1.30pm at the
Parish Centre hall

April 25

Anzac Day
Parish Council

May 9

Mothers Day

May 23

Pentecost Sunday
Parish Council

Disclaimer : This publication does not represent the official view of Anglican Church Southern Queensland and
expresses the personal views of the speaker or author.

