CORNERSTONE NEWS December 2025

As we draw near to Christmas, I've been reflecting on how this past season has been marked by
both challenge and joy. Advent is always a time of waiting, of expectation, of preparing our hearts
for Christ’s coming. Yet in the life of our parish, we’ve seen that waiting filled with action—
moments where hope has already taken flesh among us.

From Rev’'d Sam’s Advent reflection on Christ pitching His tent among the homeless, to the
tireless work of St Pete’s Pantry, Pandoras and SAILS at Bayside, we are reminded that God’s
presence is not distant or abstract. It is found in the faces of those we serve, in the generosity of
our volunteers, and in the solidarity we share with community partners. Each hamper packed,
each meal shared, each day on the water, each person outfitted, each act of kindness is a sign
that the Word truly dwells among us.

Advent also calls us to look outward. The Queensland Community Alliance reminds us that
listening to one another and working for justice is part of our Christian witness. Our Twilight
Markets, car boot sales, Brekky Club, trivia nights and fashion parades show that fellowship and
joy are not just seasonal—they are the heartbeat of our parish life. Even the new HOPE, JOY,
LOVE, PEACE signs on the Rectory fence proclaim to our neighbours that Christ’s light shines here,
not only at Christmas but throughout the year.

This December, as we light candles and sing carols, may we remember that Advent is not only
about waiting for Christ to come—it is about recognising that He is already here, dwelling among
us in every act of compassion and hospitality.

My prayer is that we continue to be a community where hope takes root, where love is visible,
and where peace is shared. May this holy season inspire us to keep pitching our tents alongside
those in need, so that together we may celebrate Emmanuel—God with us.

Thank you, as always, for being part of our St Peter’'s community. We hope you enjoy this issue of
the Cornerstone News and look forward to sharing more updates soon.

Cryssi Flynn, on behalf of your Cornerstone News team.
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Reuv’d Sam’s Advent Reflection

Pitching His Tent among Us: Christ's Solidarity with the Homeless

"And the Word became flesh and pitched tent among us..."
John 1:14

As we gather to celebrate Christmas, we are immediately
confronted with a difficult reality of homelessness in the
communities where we live. | would like us to reflect upon
the profound message of John 1 in relation to this very real,
very present darkness:

What does it truly mean that God chose to pitch tent
among us, especially when we consider the homelessness
around us?

Jesus and the Homelessness

Consider the thoughts that must have run through the minds of Joseph and Mary as they
struggled to find a safe place for the birth of Jesus. The manger where Christ was born was not
a stable of their own, nor was it a suitable space for a human delivery; it was a temporary
shelter, an animal habitat. This divine arrival immediately placed baby Jesus in a state of
dispossession. Soon after, he began to run for his life, becoming a refugee in a foreign land.
Jesus—the Word whose eternal presence is seen since the beginning of creation—was a child
without a permanent home.

Jesus’ Skenoo is God’s Solidarity

The Greek word used in verse 14, skenoo, literally means that God brought his tent to camp
among us. This single word encapsulates Christ's absolute solidarity with the marginalised.
While the wise men went searching for the Messiah in the palace, He came to pitch his tent
among the downtrodden, the vulnerable, and the rejected —and not among the established
riches.

In verses 10 and 11, John tells us that Christ was not accepted by His own. This evokes the
image of a God who is momentarily forbidden, excluded, and without welcome. When many
of us ask the legitimate question, “Why does not God simply end poverty, or war, or disease?”,
the answer is not a plain declaration of power, but an affirmation of presence: it is a God who
actively chooses to experience our life realities, camping among us in solidarity until we are
liberated.
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Light and Life to the Dispossessed

Homelessness is a complex issue because it strips away fundamental elements of human
existence: safety, security, comfort, and peace—impacting social, economic, emotional, and
total wellbeing. People who are homeless often find their dignity is at stake and are deprived
of their basic right to shelter. Homelessness is a reality of darkness that prevents our fellow
humans from experiencing life in its fullness.

Verse 4 speaks of the Word made flesh as the light that gives life. John speaks of
enlightenment—Christ who can remove this darkness and offer life to the lifeless. The very act
of God pitching a tent among us illuminates the darkness of every tent, every sleeping bag,
and every temporary shelter.

When Hope Becomes Flesh'

Christ’s Incarnation is eternally associated with salvation and
redemption—and in this context, it speaks to redemption from the
indignity and darkness of homelessness. How wonderful it is,
therefore, to see the Church and community respond, as in
the example of Anglicare, who have committed to a $14
million Youth Homelessness Accommodation Project in
Beenleigh 2.

If Christ pitched a tent among the deprivileged, then it is
a powerful call for us to become that hope—to answer
the divine skenoo by being in solidarity, practicing
radical hospitality, and engaging in fervent advocacy.

May this Christmas season inspire us to enable Christ’s incarnational presence in the lives of
others, Amen.

Al Generated Short Poetic Prayer: “Come Dwell Again”

O Light that walks the silent streets,
Come dwell again where hearts are bare.
Not in gold, but in our grief—

Not above, but always near.

Make us homes of holy welcome,
Shelters shaped by love and grace.
Let mercy rise, let justice bloom,
And hope take root in every place.

Amen.

L A Phrase taken from N.T. Wright’s Youtube Video, When Hope Takes on Flesh youtube.com/watch?v=mmzgQ13gAAc
2 anglicaresq.org.au/fundraising/youth-homeless-accommodation-build/new-youth-housing
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They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love, by Our Love,
Yes They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love

Following on from Sam's message, I'd like to share how
I've become involved with the Queensland Community
Alliance (QCA). Michelle McDonald from the diocese
recently introduced Sam to Emily Kain from QCA
(pictured here with me and Sam =»).

This led to a meeting where Sam, Ross and | sat down
with Emily to talk about the QCA and how our parish

could become involved.. - a“EENSLnND
WOICES:
. . . MSTICES

| will start with who and what the QCA is and then i

QUEENSLAND MUNITY /

share my journey.

Community Alliance brings together 34 member organisations representing 1.7 million
Queenslanders. We organise our members and communities to act for the common good.
We are churches, mosques, other faith groups, trade unions, community organisations and
ethnic associations. Community organising is democracy in action: winning victories that
change lives, transform communities, develop leadership and strengthen civil society. !

What struck me most about meeting with Emily from the Queensland Community Alliance (QCA)
is how they bring diverse community groups together—to share meals, listen to one another, and
tackle problems we all face. The QCA is currently focusing on social isolation and loneliness,
affordable household renewables, and ending workplace exploitation—issues that align
beautifully with Sam’s message.

To that end, QCA is playing a key role in Renew Australia for All?, a national campaign for a
renewable future with fairly shared power, clean affordable energy, and thousands of secure,
well-paid jobs. They recently scored a major win: the re-elected Government committed $2.3
billion for batteries for households and small organizations.

QCA has begun the "listening stage" of its next three-year cycle, where community groups gather
to share their experiences and priorities. These conversations will shape the next few years of
action and advocacy.

| attended a convention at St John's Cathedral in October with people from various faiths, unions,
and community groups. After listening sessions, we broke into location-based groups. Four of us
from the Moreton Bay/Redlands area met and committed to hosting a forum in early March 2026.
| have offered our hall as a meeting place.

We'll be reaching out to local community groups to invite anyone interested in sharing stories and
working toward a more equitable community—especially for t he most vulnerable among us. I'll
share more details closer to the date, and everyone is welcome to join. If you'd like to learn more
in the meantime, please don't hesitate to ask!

Robyn Elliott

1 Queensland Community Alliance: www.qgldcommunityalliance.org/our members
2 Renew Australia for All: renewaustraliaforall.org
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS CA

ADVENT 1

Sunday Nov 30t"— 8am
Tuesday Dec 2"-9:30am
Wednesday Dec 37— 12:00

Saturday Dec 6™'— 3pm-6pm
ADVENT 2

Sunday Dec 7t" — 8am
Monday Dec 8™ — 6pm
Wednesday Dec 10t — 10am

ADVENT 3
Sunday Dec 14— 8am
Tuesday Dec 16" —9:00am-11:00am
Tuesday Dec 16— 8pm
Wednesday Dec 17" — 8:30am-10:30am
Friday Dec 19t — 8:30am-10:30am
Saturday Dec 20— 8am

ADVENT 4

Sunday Dec 215- 8am
Monday Dec 22"- 10:30am

CHRISTMAS
Wednesday Dec 24™"— 10am
Wednesday Dec 24— 4pm

Wednesday Dec 24— 11pm
Thursday Dec 25— 8am
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Eucharist Service
Nazareth House Christmas Service
Community Lunch

Twilight Markets & Carols

Eucharist Service
Blue Service

TREErific Opens

Nine Lessons and Carols Eucharist Service
Pete’s Pantry Christmas Hampers Packing
TREErific Closes

Pete’s Pantry Christmas Hampers Distributed
Pete’s Pantry Christmas Hampers Distributed

Pre-Christmas Working Bee in the Church

Eucharist Service with Rev’'d Daniel Hobbs

Regis Christmas Service

Christmas Eve Morning Eucharist Service

Christmas Eve Puppet Show & Service
Note: no Eucharist at this service

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass

Christmas Eucharist Service
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Feed the World, Let them know it’s Christmas Time

St Pete's Pantry has had an incredibly busy and productive few months,
strengthening community connections while continuing to serve those in
need.

Grants and Government Support

The Pantry was awarded a grant from Brisbane City Council's Lord Mayor's
Charitable Trust, which included funding for Christmas hampers plus 100
toys for children. We've maintained strong relationships with MPs Kara Cook, Joan Pease, and
Councillor Alex Givney. All three support us in so many ways — from collecting donations, printing
our brochures, helping in the kitchen and just so much more. We, as a community, are blessed to
be represented and supported by three such fabulous people.

Community Partnerships and Donations

The community response has been overwhelming. Major donations came from the Do Op Shop
and the Port of Brisbane. Our fundraising BBQs at Bayside United FC in October and Bunnings
Manly West in November were highly successful, along with our raffled BBQ donation.

Christmas brought an outpouring of generosity. Cannon Hill Anglican College (CHAC) donated a
truckload (literally) of Christmas and other goods from their students, staff, parents, and
supporters. Wynnum Scouts donated funds from their Youth Fund to purchase Christmas food
and gifts, along with items rallied from the community.

Local businesses have been wonderful supporters. Gav's Pie-Tisserie in Chandler continues to
donate pies throughout the year, not just at Christmas. La Carne Butchery and Keid In Electrical
provided generous support. Treehouse Early Learning Manly collected a huge donation of
groceries, and Aveo Manly Gardens Retirement Village residents donated goods for Christmas
hampers.

We've connected with the Wynnum Leagues Club, established a relationship with Home Beyond
Home charity in Hemmant, and received donations from Campus & Co in Tingalpa. We've also re-
registered with Foodbank, with assistance from the Seventh Day Adventist Church for pickups. A
donation trolley at Coles Wynnum has proved successful with regular collections.
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Wynnum RSL catered an excellent Community Christmas Lunch for about 80 people in the Parish
Hall. Bayside United Football Club presented us with Christmas goodies at their Soccer Night of
Christmas Celebration. Rotary Club of Wynnum & Manly donated groceries from their Wheelchair
Challenge.

Growing Impact

So far in 2025, we've distributed 3,235 hampers (excluding Christmas hampers), providing over
5,500 meals —the equivalent of over $34,000 worth of groceries. Our Breakfast Club has served
1,660 breakfasts, with average weekly attendance of 33 people. We're on target to reach 200
individuals registered for Christmas hampers this year.

We've welcomed new volunteers and continue to collaborate with SOHS, Footprints Housing, and
the Shower Bus on haircut days. The Pantry's work was also featured in an article published in the
Community Leader newspaper, helping spread awareness of our mission to serve the Bayside
community.

A massive thank you to all our volunteers and supporters. Spreading God’s generosity with an
attitude of “why wouldn’t I1?” rather than “why should 1?”.

We also ask that you for all those here and further afield who are doing it tough and need a
helping hand. Together we can make the world a little brighter and bring hope for the future.

stpetespantry.org.au 0 StPetesPantryWynnum Cryssi Flynn, St Pete’s Pantry
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Let There be Peace on Earth

Every year, when we have our Christmas-kick-off meeting, we remember that we meant to do
something about fixing/replacing the HOPE JOY LOVE PEACE signs which Sharon Fowler made
with the kids of the parish many moons ago. But every year we realise that it’s too late to start
thinking about this in September, and so we put the signs up on the Rectory fence and promise to
do better next year!

Well, I'm happy to say that this year, we have brand new signs! Back in February we decided that
we’d really like to have the signs up year-round, and tried our hardest to get them up for Lent.
Sue was able to sweet-talk the Men’s Shed into cutting brand new letters (modelled on our
existing ones), she arranged a couple of painting-bees where a few creative parishioners (and/or
their kids and grandkids) lovingly painted each letter.

But then.... We figured if we were putting them up permanently, we probably should fix the loose
palings in the fence first, and then we thought it could do with being painted to a nicer (and more
graffiti-resistant) colour. All that took quite a while — but I’'m so, so happy to report that during
the second week in November, and well in time for Advent, our trusty team of Sue, Terry, Pam,
Robert and Minyeon fixed the fence, painted the fence and then put up the new signs. And they
look magnificent. We had plenty of positive comments during the week of painting, and plenty
more as the signs went up. It’s official.

Our neighbours love them, and we love them!
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This Little Cat of Mive...

4 WMy First (and possibly last) CUhureh Outing
by Rose Flynn (Lilac Burmese, Tudoor Cat)

- %7,5" | have thoughts. Many, many thoughts. As a Burmese, you can be quite certain
/{‘ I've already shared most of them vocally with my humans.
e \“
& N October, apparently, is Pet Blessing month—celebrated in honour a human
} L 4 called St Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals. My human thought it would
) et be a delightful idea to take me to church. Me. An indoor cat of refined

sensibilities and impeccable colouring.

The indignity began with the carrier. | made my feelings abundantly clear about this development,
but humans have selective hearing.

Upon arrival, | discovered the congregation was largely composed of... dogs. Small ones, mostly,
all wagging and panting with their characteristic lack of dignity. They were, | must grudgingly
admit, reasonably well-behaved and quiet—until | arrived. Apparently, my mere presence was
enough to cause what the humans called "a fair bit of barking."

| said nothing. | didn't have to. My existence alone was sufficiently disruptive.

| spent most of the service surveying the
chaos from the safety of my carrier,
planning my revenge. They did
eventually release me for the actual
blessing—a brief moment of freedom
before the barking intensified and | was
whisked away to the chapel by the one
who used to be the short human in our
house. Finally, someone with sense.

ni

BB 5 T b

Rev'd Sam spoke about how all God's creatures deserve loyalty and love, and how we're all part of
a vast and glorious ecosystem where water nourishes life and all life has dignity and value.

(Hear, hear. Though | could have told them this without all the fuss.) He mentioned growing up
with a rooster and expressed disappointment that they're banned in downtown Wynnum for
being "too disruptive."

Too disruptive? A rooster? In a city full of wild bird song, loud cars, and late-night parties?
The irony wasn't lost on me—though | suspect | was the only one thinking it, trapped as | was with
all those dogs.

Thanks to everyone who brought their fur-babies and photos. Next year, might | suggest separate
services for cats and dogs? Just a thought from someone with considerable experience in
appropriate social boundaries.

Rose gave this event 3 out of 5 treats. It really only deserved 2, but Caleb's rescue mission earned
it an extra point.
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I Saw Three Ships
SAILS at Bayside's planned 2025 program of SAILS at BaySlde\

sailing and kayaking events included (as always) a mixture of private and
public events. SAILS at Bayside runs sailing and kayaking activities for both the public
and organisations working with at-risk youth and disadvantaged members of the community.

Organisations we aimed to provide activities with in 2025 included BABI, Ohana College, QPASTT,
CREATE, and Little Dreamers (more about these organisations on the next page).

Our initial 2025 plan envisaged 9 public events and 17 private events. Public events are largely
fundraising opportunities to support our program of private events.

Due largely to weather events (Cyclone Alfred in particular), SAILS had a tough year for our public
events. Many were cancelled. Our funding took a hit, but we were fortunate to receive a grant
from the Port of Brisbane Corporation which supported our work with at-risk youth.

Remarkably, given the weather this year and the fact that only 5 out of 9 planned public events
took place (with 2 of these significantly curtailed because of the weather), 12 private events still
went ahead—including 5 with QPASTT and 3 with BABI.

Highlights included our attendance at 4 Get Set For Work
graduation ceremonies at BABI, meeting a group of QPASTT
Toowoomba members, a special day with the QPASTT
Women's group, and (as always) regular shared meals with
our QPASTT friends.
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More about our friends and partners

1 E ‘ 3 BABI Youth & Family Service

provides transitional
accommodation, support and
services for homeless young people

babi.org.au and their families.
E' __!E' E provides an alternative approach ~ gpastt.org.au
k a to education for young people
who have disengaged from __. assists people from refugee backgrounds to heal,
. mainstream schooling. <®" belong and thrive in our community.

[=] Ohana *
ohanacollege.gld.edu.au  COLLEGE

LiTTLE ~¢ Ofr0
DREAMERS supports children and young
supports young people who people who are currently in, or
provide unpaid care for a have experience in foster care,
family member kinship care, permanent care or ] Ta
littledreamers.org.au residential care. Create.org.au
sails-at-bayside.com.au 0 SailsatBayside Ross Hodson, SAILS at Bayside

YWsrrer Autunmn Waonderland

Since we're talking about sailing, here are some holiday snaps from two of our parishioners,
Katie & Ruth, recently returned from cruising through Europe. They marvelled at the autumn
colours of Portugal and Spain, and enjoyed the winter markets at the cooler temps of the
Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and Hungary!
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Don We Now Our Gay Apparel, Falala, lalala, [a la ¢

Pandora's remains busy, and we've been working extra days
to sort through Christmas stock. Several volunteers have
been away on holiday or unwell, but I'm pleased to report a
good response to my recent appeal for more help.

Donations continue to come in, though we'd gently remind
supporters that we're a thrift shop rather than a dumping

ground—quality items help us serve the community more Pandora’s
effectively.

We're pleased with our takings and the steady stream of
customers who return each week.

§ A sincere thank you to New Farm Parish and the Men's Shed
for their generous donations for Christmas and Halloween—
| the shop has looked wonderful. We're also grateful to a
parishioner who donated new = e . T
chairs for the shop. : s

Pandora's will close during the
second week of December and
reopen on 19 January 2026.

Chris Duffield, Pandoras Coordinator

Away in a Manger

Have you seen our church foyer? Lesley and team have outdone
themselves, and setup our nativity scene in the front church windows (well, glass walls really...).
They look fabulous and with the curtain lights, they’re a big hit.

RS \ : W 18
N 3 :
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Good Seating We Bring to You and Your Kin

For many years, our church has relied on a set of old grey chairs. These chairs
were sturdy and serviceable — but not very comfortable, heavy to carry and
damaged the hall carpet when dragged across the floor! While we've been
gifted some replacement chairs over the past couple of years, none have been
entirely suitable for our needs.

We realised we needed chairs that were comfortable, sturdy, light, stackable,
and wouldn't mark the carpet when dragged back to storage. When a
parishioner generously offered to purchase 40 new chairs, we began the

search for the perfect chair. After trying several options, we settled on
moulded black plastic chairs.

We purchased a couple and brought them in for people to try. The response was overwhelmingly
positive, and the hall committee decided to aim for another 40. We launched a Chair-a-thon to
raise funds for at least 20 more chairs at $S40 each, inviting parishioners to sponsor a whole chair
or part of one. Thanks to the tremendous response, we've been able to purchase the full 40
chairs. Thank you to everyone who contributed so generously.

The Hall Committee

Another big thank you to our ladder climbers, roof
walkers and cord checkers. Sometime between the
church on Sunday morning and Monday night, the
elves were at work putting the lights up!

Thanks elves!!
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My Outside the Lines %:“"

On the 8™ November, <f{lo southern Queensland celebrated its 40t anniversary In style.

Back in 1984, Rev’d Bruce Worthington started exploring the idea of bringing Cursillo to Southern
Queensland. His parish at The Gap was looking into ways of promoting the Christian faith and
strengthening the faith of Anglicans in the area (sound familiar?) and he thought that Cursillo
might hit the mark.

| won’t give you the history of Cursillo, as that would take entirely too long — but for context,
Cursillo started in Spain back in 1949 and is Spanish for ‘a short course in Christianity’.

Now, as it turns out — Cursillo is more of a Diocesan thing than a parish thing —and so Rev’'d Bruce
began the journey of setting up Cursillo Southern Queensland. As with all new ideas, he met with
initial resistance — but God just kept sending him people who wanted Cursillo succeed.

To cut a very long, interesting and inspiring story short (sorry Rev’d Bruce) this month marked
40 years, 83 Cursillo weekends and around 3,800 Cursillistas since our first Cursillo weekend.

We’ve got a number of Cursillistas (a nifty noun the Cursillo folk use to refer to a person who has
attended a Cursillo weekend) at Wynnum.

A few of us had the pleasure of attending the 40" celebration — which began with an Ultreya (a
Cursillo community gathering) commencing with the Archbishop presiding over Eucharist in the
Cathedral. At around 5pm the whole crowd, decked out in their rainbow colours, marched down
Ann Street to dinner at St Andrew’s Uniting Church hall.

» &

The night was full of old friends, new friends, delicious food,
inspiring talks, joyous singing and a few tears in honour of those
we love and miss. Oh, and cake. Our own David Thomas joined
Bishop Cam and Margaret Carr in cutting it!

Our table of Wynnumites felt so inspired, we’ve decided to host
an Ultreya or two next year — so if you’re a Cursillista, watch this
space! If you’re not — but your interest has been piqued- please
reach out to Di Catto, Robyn Elliott or Cryssi Flynn so that we can
tell you a bit more, and perhaps get you started on your Cursillo journey.

In the words of Rev’d Bruce,

“But the wonder and credit for what has been achieved belongs solely to the Lord Jesus Christ who

is Head of the Body, the Church and by His grace Cursillo continues its mission in the Diocese.”
Cryssi Flynn
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There’s Nothing Like a Dame

Those of you who know Ann, know of her absolute dedication both to her
calling as a nurse and midwife and to the Order of St John *. St john

Ann joined the Order in 1962, not long after she and her late husband

Norman emigrated to Australia. After crossing paths with the Superintendent of the Serviceton
Division of St John Ambulance Cadets, she was invited to teach home nursing —and the rest, as
they say, is history.

Since then Ann has done more as volunteer with St John than most of us could dream of. I’'m sure
she’s seen her fair share of heartbreaking, messy, stressful and chaotic scenes — but in true Ann
fashion, she focuses on and praises God for the opportunities to help people in need in the most
unlikely of places. Despite the prestigious awards, Ann isn't really one for the spotlight. Although
she’s volunteered at huge events such as the 1982 Commonwealth Games, Expo 88 and Indy 500
—you’re more likely to have heard stories about when she was teaching home nursing to
paramedics.

In an article celebrating her first 62 years of service with St John, Ann talks about what continuing
the Order’s legacy of caring and compassion means to her.

“I felt an automatic connection and a calling to join the organisation. Being a volunteer has been
one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. | have received more from St John than | could
ever give.

” 2

On November 15%, Ann was welcomed
into Government House and invested as a
Dame of Justice of the Most Venerable
Order of St John by Queensland’s
Governor Jeannette Young.

“I particularly acknowledge the leadership and service of
Ms Ann Demaine as a Dame of Justice of the

Most Venerable Order — a prestigious accolade reserved

for those whose leadership, service and integrity have had a
transformational impact.” 3

We couldn’t have said it better!

Sadly, appointments to the grades Dame of Justice and Dame
of Grace are not accompanied by the titles of “Dame”, but I'm
sure a curtsey or bow next time you see her wouldn’t
embarrass her too much!!

1 St John Ambulance Australia as the Australian Priory of the Order of St John, is part of an international organisation dedicated to
charitable and humanitarian efforts. stjohn.org.au/who-we-are/the-order-of-st-john

2 www.stjohngld.com.au/news/140th-hero-the-living-legend-ann-demaine

3 www.govhouse.qld.gov.au/the-governor-of-queensland/speeches/2025-investiture-and-service-awards-of-the-order-of-st-john
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O Come, All Ye Neighbours )

We've held two car boot sales (including our Twilight Markets) and 2026 "
a Trivia Night since our last edition. All have been really fun and STPETER’S
successful, with wonderful support from within the Parish and the ANGLICAN
wider community. | believe it's a wonderful way to involve our CAR BOOT SALES
community and show God's love in action. SATURDAY 21ST MAR
- SATURDAY 30™ MAY
Pencil in next year's Car Boot Sale dates: SATURDAY 19™ SEPT
e Saturday 21t March 8AM-11:30AM
e Saturday 30" May SATURDAY 28TH NOV
e Saturday 19" September S N'G'g,nﬁnsﬁz

e Saturday 28" November (Twilight Markets)

86 Bride St
Wynnum
0493 145 893

Tinsel in the Twilight

Our Twilight Markets offered shoppers an abundance of choice, with stalls featuring craft
supplies, handmade gifts, plants, honey, cakes, jams, books, raffles, and food and drink. The crafty
folk among us were particularly spoilt for choice!

We were a bit nervous about having enough cakes and craft to sell on the Parish stalls. With our
retired cakes-convenor gallivanting across Europe and no clear successor, we had no idea how
things would go. Would we have enough food? What if we need more labels? How much should
we price things? Who’s working on the stall? Should we combine with the craft? Should we have
plants as well?

Too many questions, and the most common answer was “we’ll just see how it goes”. So, we did.
And all things considered, it went pretty well. We’re blessed to have a number of parishioners and
friends bake and craft for us, and also to man the stall.

In the end, we had about 10 stalls inside — so we opted for one big stall for cakes, jams and craft.

We decided to skip plants, as we just
didn’t have the room. However, as is often
the case, we were inundated with baked
goodies, crafty creations and plants!!

St Paul's brought leftover plants from their
Carina stall, and just as we were fworking
out where to put them, Audrey and
Graham arrived with more—and
generously volunteered to run a plant stall
for us. A little cramped, perhaps, but what
a lovely problem to have!
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Outside we had Nea, Ida and the kids with an icing station — where kids could come and decorate
pre-made cupcakes and biscuits. This was really well received, and kids and parents alike loved it.
We also used this as an opportunity to spread the word about all the kid-focused offerings we
have coming up — TREErific, the Christmas Eve Puppet Show and of course, Mainly Music.

While patron numbers were lower than hoped, it was an enjoyable evening. | certainly picked up
several Christmas presents, and I'm sure others did too!

We had a great turn out from both the community and our parish family. A massive thank you to
everyone who put the hard yards in to make the evening a success.

After a date clash with another parish event, we had to push the market back a week. This meant
that a number of our team were double booked — and had to weave in and out of other
commitments in order to make sure St Peter’s shone. This was a massive undertaking. In
particular, please give your wardens a hug next time you see them — as they’ve gone well and
truly above and beyond this time!
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Carols in the Twilight

Later in the evening, after the shopping frenzy of the Twilight Markets had died down, friends
from Guardian Angels, Bayside Uniting, and St Paul's Anglican shared Christmas carols. This was a
lovely touch. It was beautifully low-key—just a song or two each—but a warm and intimate way
to praise God for the gift of Christmas.

Our own St Peter’s Singers stepped in for an impromptu sing-a-long with St Pauls. Our fearless
leader Shirely was another one caught by the date change, and had to rush over straight from an
all day event down the coast!

/]
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Catching our breath

However, we've had to scale back on some of our plans because we simply don't have the
people-power to sustain everything we used to do. In several of our ministries, we rely heavily on
one or two key people—and when they're away, unwell, or (understandably) exhausted from
juggling multiple responsibilities, we need to pause or adjust our plans.

Over recent months, we've scaled back our cake and jam stalls, cancelled our international lunch
and our second fashion parade, and reframed a couple of mission Sundays to skip the cooked
breakfast and cent auction.

So next year, we may need to trim our calendar or find simpler ways to run parish and community
events that don't depend so heavily on the same faithful few. If you've got time, energy, or ideas
to share—we'd love to hear from youl!

Sue Kemp, Wendy Ross and the fundraising team.
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All Things Bright and Beautiful

We've held four working bees this year to keep our gardens, compost area, and hedges from
staging a full-scale takeover. A dedicated crew of parishioners has been faithfully mowing, edging,
and generally keeping nature in its place—which is not only deeply appreciated but also saving us
money that's always needed elsewhere.

You've no doubt noticed the dramatic makeover of the memorial garden hedge a couple of
months ago. Yes, there were a few anxious faces after the initial cut (it looked rather... decisive),
but the garden crew knew what they were doing. The hedge has bounced back beautifully and is
now looking well-loved and marvellous.

If you're handy with a shovel, rake, or pair of secateurs, we'd love to see you at the next working
bee. Bring your hat and gloves and join the fun. And if you've got a black thumb or a dodgy back?
Come anyway! Someone needs to put the kettle on and keep the gardeners supplied with a
proper cup of tea.

Oh Happy Day

A very happy 90th birthday to Shirley Richmond, who celebrated the
milestone in our church hall! At 90, Shirley shows no signs of slowing
down—she's busy organizing bus tours to the Moogerah Dam Passion
Play and Warwick's Jumpers and Jazz Festival, and is currently on the
hunt for choir members for Nine Lessons and Carols. If this is what 90
looks like, sign us up!

O Christmas Tree

In the space between Advent 2 and Advent 3, we like to open up the church to the community to
share the Christmas spirit. We invite community groups to create and/or decorate a Christmas
tree that they feel represents their mission, values or personality © It’s always a hoot to see what
people come up with, and the creativity at play in the trees. Come along — tell your friends, bring
your family. It’s TREErific.....
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Now Bring Us Some Merry Morsals.....

A big thank you to Chris Duffield who has shared some of her favourite Christmas recipes!

MINCEMEAT CAKE

g This cake is and easy alternative to a Christmas cake

Ingredients:

113g margarine, 85g soft brown sugar, 2 eggs beaten, 170g Self raising flour, 410g jar
mincemeat

Method:

Cream the margarine and sugar until light and fluffy.
Add beaten eggs, then fold in the flour. Add the jar of mincemeat and stir until
combined.

Grease and bottom line an eight inch/20cm round cake tin.
Pour the mixture in and bake at 160 degrees (fan oven) for approximately 40 minutes.
Test the centre with a skewer to check if baked.

.

BAILEY’S CHOCOLATE FUDGE &
Ingredients:

275g milk chocolate, 300g dark chocolate, 1 can sweetened condensed milk,
50g butter, diced, % cup Baileys Irish cream

Method:
Prepare a 20cm square slice tin with baking paper, set aside.

In a large microwave proof bowl add. the chocolate broken into chunks,
the condensed milk and the diced butter.

Microwave for 30 seconds and stir. If your microwave is powerful, heat on 60% power.
Microwave for a further 30 seconds and stir really well combining all the ingredients. If
lumps of chocolate remain microwave for 10-20 second bursts until no lumps remain
and all the ingredients are fully combined, silky and smooth.

Pour in the Baileys and stir through until well combined.
Pour the fudge into the prepared slice tin and smooth to spread.
Chill in the refrigerator for a minimum of 6 hours or overnight.
Once set slice into small squares. Yum!!
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CHRISTMAS MOCKTAIL

Ingredients:

2 cups low sugar cranberry juice, 1 cup orange juice, 1 cup pineapple juice,
1 cup ginger ale, 2 cups sparkling apple juice,
orange slices, cranberries, pomegranate seeds & cherries to garnish

Method:

Mix cranberry juice, orange and pineapple juice in a punch bowl or large jug.
Add sparkling apple juice and ginger ale and mix gently.
When you are ready to serve add ice and fruit of your choice to garnish

@ GINGERBREAD TRAYBAKE

Ingredients:

Cake: 275g golden syrup, 275g black treacle, 225g muscovado sugar,
225g soft margarine, 450g SR flour, 2 tsps mixed spice, 2 tsps ground ginger,
4 eggs beaten, 4 tablespoons milk,
Icing:, 225g icing sugar, 2 tbs water, 50g crystallized or stem ginger finely chopped

Method:

Pre-heat the oven to 160 degrees fan oven.
Grease and base line a 30cmx23cm roasting tin with greaseproof paper.

Measure the syrup, treacle, sugar and margarine into a large pan and heat very gently
until the margarine has melted.

Remove the pan from the heat and stir in the flour and spices.
Add the eggs and milk and beat well until smooth.
Pour into the prepared tin.

Bake in the pre-heated oven for 45-50 minutes or until well risen and
beginning to shrink away from the sides of the tin.
Allow to cool in the tin for a few minutes before turning out onto a wire rack.

For the icing:
Sift the icing sugar into a bowl, add the water a little at a time and mix until smooth.
Mix in the chopped ginger and spoon over the cake. Leave until set.
This recipe cuts into 21 small pieces and freezes well
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Christmas Puzzle Page

Luke 1.10-12 Word Search
EGYEPPNNIRAEGHMIGMZKSBEENZBLGEF
| PYOUI RDPBUKQEDQQQNCKQXPNVSKTZC
STNZ)]KSLTINFDBMMDPXWVVKPHZVOYG
AOHWUQZHKBSYTAFIVSIGNQ)JDAVIDHY
YTWRAPPEDZAIBBGFAHKEDFH | RXTHAT
FORSNSANDTBPXYRZKEAI YMANGERXSD
TAHZSSEMJERKXNESVSSNSPFAFRAID'Y
WQGCATODAYI URTARXAFVXEGXDUEETFZ
HHHLVFVWLKNWA?]TRMXBMNOLTZEZB E
XCTTIIIITORGSIIEWEFLBALPYO]J]GX
YZTHONQLRBINQDWQDYELPLGWHVU ]
TVRERDULDISITEKGTIWLBEDNVCQYR
HQATSNEWSCAUSEORHNDUOGEPQ)JOY I W
| VSCFIRCXHQMKZWOFGOWRCLOTHSMI U
SGOODHMESSIAHI FHE ] RDINOT|IGVKVBSB

Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.

Clue: there are no duplicate words in the puzzle. So while there are 4 occurrences of the word “the” in the
passage, it only appears once in the board. The duplicate words are: a, be, in, the, this, to, will, you.

Astonished

You might remember that in our last edition we had a write-up of this year’s Synod and spoke
glowingly about Dr Beth-Sarah Wright. Since then, | was listening to the “On the Way” podcast
produced out of St John’s Cathedral here in Brisbane, and heard Dr Wright speak again on dignity
and fellowship. At the end of the podcast, she was asked to recite one of her

trademark poems — Astonished. | loved it so much, | wanted to share it with you all. [=]7% [=]
o

If you feel like reading more from Dr Wright, visit her website bethsarahwright.com o

‘miC
Dr Wright

If you would like to listen to her speak, and perhaps check out some of the

"-I:;;.ll' other episodes, head over to www.stjohnscathedral.com.au/podcasts and look for
[BESESEY  episode 124.
On the Way
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Astonished Copyright©Beth-Sarah Wright 2013

| am astonished by many things everyday...

Astonished that my children don’t pick up after themselves
Astonished when they do!

Astonished that a maimed squirrel can break my heart

Astonished that breasts provide milk, ducts produce tears, laughter heals, exercise brings relief, and
sometimes pain brings peace

Astonished that bellies are distended by the lack of food in one part of the world and distended by too
much food in another

Astonished that sometimes they live right beside each other
Astonished that some grown people deliberately hurt children, hurt others, hurt themselves

Astonished that pain and mis-love and dis-ease can fester within and urge us to hurt children, hurt others
and hurt ourselves.

Astonished that that same pain and mis-love and dis-ease can point us to God and a new truth and a
new peace

Astonished that a bow! of water can quench the desperate thirst of a dog

Astonished that the same water can swell into a wave, a powerful force and completely decimate a
village, a people, a soul existence

Astonished when we go forward in life that the path may seem uncertain and weary and dark and
unpredictable and when we look back it is a clear, straight line...we were meant to be in those places, at
those times, feeling those feelings

Astonished by the selfless acts of my mother-nurse who picked up children, men and women, so afflicted
with sores, poverty, ill-health, the stench of near death, off a street in Jamaica

Astonished when God speaks to us in a still, clear purposeful and truthful voice.... we only have to listen

Astonished by the old Jamaican proverb “every hoe ha’ him stick of bush.” God provides for each of us in
love, in wholeness, no matter what

Astonished that man and woman and man and man and woman and woman make love and family and
homes. Together.

Astonished when a life is conceived. Astonished that God already has a purpose for that life: “before you
were formed in the womb | knew you.”

Astonished to pick a ripened mango directly from the tree; its nectar warmed by God’s sunshine and
sweetened by God’s mercy and goodness.

Astonished when young fertile minds are nourished to do good.
Astonished when young fertile minds are nourished to do evil.

Astonished that there are only 26 letters in the English alphabet and over 1 million words! Words like
‘mellifluous’ and ‘onomatopoeia’ and if’

Astonished that creative minds pluck from these bare bones to create linguistic landscapes bursting with
images and stories and images and stories and images and stories

| am astonished by God, the very fact of God, that God IS.
| am Astonished by God ‘s mercy, by God’s grace, by God’s enduring love.
Astonish me God! Astonish me!
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Men’s Ministry starts with an essential good chat over a cuppa.

Our current book ‘The Cost of Discipleship’ by Dietrich Bohnhoffer is very intense so some
meetings can centre on such topics such as sermons, Christian issues, newsletter items and

Focus articles then back to our book creating stimulating meetings with a good balance of variety.

August saw us continuing our
meetings 7.30 pm in the hall.
The last Wednesday in
September we met at Fielders
Club for a dinner. Friendship
and laughter over sumptuous
food amounted to an
immensely enjoyable evening.
It was great to see Sisters and
Brothers in Christ at the table.

Men’s Ministry takes a few weeks off over the Christmas period. We’re book-ending the holidays
with a 7pm dinner on either side.

»  Our last meeting this year will
be at 7pm on Wednesday 10t
December in the hall —and
we’ll be ordering pizza!

»  Our first meeting next year will
be at 7pm on Wednesday 28"
January with dinner out
(venue yet to be decided)
sharing a friendship table with
Sisters and Brothers in Christ.

Stepping into this beautifully Holy Season of Advent, the Men’s Ministry wish you a Holy and
happy Christmas.
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He Ain’t Heavy, He's My Brother

As | write my article on Men's Ministry, | reflect on another table of friendship that | was
honoured to share with our brother in Christ, David Thomas.

David was a regular at Men's Ministry meetings and created the opening prayer we still use today.
He has recently moved into St Luke's Green Retirement Living and Aged Care complex in
Woolloongabba.

On approaching the
facility, | was confronted
by an impressive white
Roman Catholic Church—
a very old domed style
building. I initially
thought it was Greek
Orthodox, but discovered
it's actually part of the
aged care complex and
accessible to all
residents.

| met David for morning

tea in the communal room, along with his lovely daughter Nikki. Afterwards, we went up to
David's new digs where we chatted for some time. Later, | joined David for lunch out on the patio
of the communal dining room. There was so much good food, chatting, and laughter while we
admired the sweeping views across Brisbane. David had ordered sumptuous meals for us—
seafood, salad and chips, sandwiches—all washed down with lemonade and white wine. But wait,
there's more! Dessert was ice cream in a cone. | haven't eaten ice cream in a cone for years.

We returned to David's room before moving outside to the ground level, where we chatted while
waiting for my friendly taxi driver, lan, who only lives around the corner. How convenient! lan
hails from South Africa, so much chatting ensued before | departed.

. The day was fantastic. Sharing time with a
mate I've been honoured to know for 39
years—from Birkdale Parish, Cursillo, and
of course Wynnum Parish.

God’s Blessings my Fellow Sisters and
Brothers in Christ. Stay safe and pray
often.

Cheers Charli Dubar, Men’s Ministrye
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We said goodbye to two members of our family over the last few months. The first was Dorothy
Smith — who, with her late husband Dudley spent many many years integral to St Peter’s parish.

We also lost our vibrant, gifted and generous Pippa Matthews, who made a huge impression on
us in the few years we had her here at Wynnum. May they rest in peace, and rise in Glory.

Dorothy Smith Pippa Matthews
16/09/1926 — 25/08/2025 07/06/1947 — 25/09/2025

o o
ol MALNLY MUSIC
mainly
MUSIC:, Next year, St Peters will be starting a brand new
Babies, foddlers, pre-schoolers and endeavour focused on young families. The Mainly Music

parents will be treated fo music and story,

eIty dndl inferaction; stushored did program has been running successfully for a number of

“}j{‘gg‘l’i;ﬁ Lusn-yffﬂ;;?;ij;?eijo‘éff’e';ed years and we’re looking forward to joining the club!
i

You'll experience a rich learning
environment.

$5 PER FAMILY
STARTING FER 2026 Birkdale parish have been kind enough to show us the
TR T e ropes, and with a bit of good luck and good management

Please register your interest — We’re hoping to start our program in February 2026.

3893 2482 or

priest@stpeterswynnum.org

If you're interested in getting involved, reach out to
Sue Kemp or Di Catto — the more the merrier!! ‘S\x\

If you know of families with littlies — spread the word!
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GET IN TOUCH

St Peter’s Anglican Church - Priest in Charge

The Rev’d Sam Sunny Sigamani
Parish Office
E Ali Byrne

07 3893 2492

secretary@StPetersWynnum.org
office@StPetersWynnum.org

www.StPetersWynnum.org

» B @ B

Church: 77 Charlotte St, Wynnum, 4178

Hall| Office | Pandoras | St Pete’s Pantry:
84-88 Bride St, Wynnum, 4178

=E]

(A PO Box 1097, Wynnum Central, 4178
Church Wardens

Warden Ross Hodson
Warden Wendy Ross
Warden Sue Kemp

Group Directory

Lesley Woodforth or

Prayer Chain Office

Health & Safety Ross Hodson

Ladies Fellowship Wendy Ross

Men’s Ministry Charlie Dunbar

St Pete’s Pantry Rhonda Bristow
Pandoras Thrift Store Chris Duffield

Car Boot Sales Sue Kemp
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f&o 0435 023 184 | priest@StPetersWynnum.org

StPetersWynnum

StPetersWynnum
Youlu

WynnumAnglicans

O - K

Bank: Anglican Financial Services

Acct Name: Wynnum Anglican Parish
BSB: 704-901

Acct Number: 000 005 30
Reference: Weekly/Monthly Offering

{2 0409 414 747 | rosshodsonss@gmail.com
) 0431419 401 | w.ross.1@hotmail.com

"E 0408 871 839| sueellen55@hotmail.com

0438 175 227 | lesleywoodforth@hotmail.com
07 3893 2492 | office@StPetersWynnum.org

a2
E 0409 414 747 | rosshodson58@gmail.com
a2 0431419 401 | w.ross.1@hotmail.com
f&' 0411 202 412 | charles.dunbar007 @gmail.com
"&' 0421 677 552 | pantry@StPetersWynnum.org
a
a

0457 525 277

0493 145 893

Page 27 of 28



WHAT’S ON AT ST PETER’S

Worship Services

Sundays

Wednesdays
Wednesdays

1% Sunday
4™ Monday
15 Tuesday

4t Tuesday

8:00am Eucharist Service St Peter’s Church
followed by morning tea in the hall.
This service is livestreamed to YouTube
8:30am Morning Prayer St Peter’s Chapel
10:00am Eucharist Service St Peter’s Chapel
followed by a cuppa in the hall
10:00am Contemporary/Family Service St Peter’s Church
10:30am Eucharist Service Regis Aged Care
9:30am Eucharist Service Nazareth House
9:30am Mother’s Union Eucharist Service & Meeting St Peter’s Chapel

Mid-Week Ministry

3 Monday
Wednesdays

Outreach
Mondays
Mondays
Mon, Wed
Mon, Wed, Fri

Meetings...
2" Sunday
4™ Sunday

2:00pm Ladies’ Fellowship St Peter’s Hall

7:30pm Men’s Ministry St Peter’s Hall
8:00am-1lam Monday Hub St Peter’s Hall & Green
8:30am-10am St Pete’s Brekky Club St Peter’s Hall
8:30am-10:30am St Pete’s Pantry St Peter’s Hall
9:00am-12pm Pandoras Thrift Shop St Peter’s Pandoras
10:00am Fete / Christmas Meeting St Peter’s Hall
10:00am Parish Council St Peter’s Chapel

DECEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR

Send any photos,

Wednesday 3" — Community Christmas Lunch - Midday
Saturday 6 Twilight Markets & Ecumenical Carols — 3-6:30pm
Monday 8% — Blue Service Evening Service — 6pm
Wednesday 10t — Tuesday 16" — TREErific — 10am-2pm & 6pm-8pm
Wednesday 17t — St Pete’s Pantry Christmas Hamper collection 8:30am-10:30am
Sunday 14t™ — Nine Lessons and Carols Sunday Morning Service — 8am
Sunday 21t — Advent 4 Sunday Morning Service with Rev’d Daniel Hobbs — 8am
Wednesday 24%" — Christmas Eve Morning Eucharist Service — 10am
Wednesday 24%" — Christmas Eve Afternoon Family Puppet Show —4pm
Wednesday 24™" — Christmas Eve Midnight Mass — 11pm

Thursday 25" — Christmas Morning Eucharist Service — 8am
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