JESUS WALKS ON WATER - SUNDAY 9th
AUGUST 2020
GENESIS 37.1-4, 12-28; PSALM 105.1-6, 16-22, ROMANS 10.4-15, MATTHEW 14.22-36
PENTECOST 11—16 AUGUST 2020
GENESIS 45 .1-15 PSALM 133 ROMANS 11.13-23-32 MATTHEW 15. 21-28
SENTENCE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

Sentence: They cried out in fear, but Jesus spoke
to them and said, “’Take heart, it is I, do not be
afraid’
Prayer of the Day: Mighty God and ruler of all creation,
give new strength to our faith, that we may recognize
your presence even when all hope seems lost. Help us to
face all trials with serenity as we walk with Christ through
the stormy seas of life and come at the last to your
eternal peace. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, for ever

PARISH PRAYER POINTS
Leading Our Church Into Growth: God of Mission who alone brings growth to your church,

come Holy Spirit and give vision to our planning; wisdom to our actions, and power to our
witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, and in service to
our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pray Daily for the Church, Local and International:






PRAY for Church Pray for the Province de L’Englise Anglicane
au Rwanda: Mark Short, Assistant bishops; Trevor Edwards,
Stephen Pickard & Carol Wagner; Clergy and People
The parish of Rochedale: George Stuart, Michael Bennett,
Brian Derbyshire
Brookfield Centre for Christian Spirituality, ...
St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’ School, Corinda: Principal—Toni Riordan; Chaplain–
Gillian Moses; Chair of School College Council—Roslyn Cheales; members of
College Council; Staff and students.

Pray for the Sick and those who need our prayers:
WYNNUM Urgent or Immediate Prayer List: Garry, Vi, Kristy, Steven, Eli, Courtney,
Theo, Diana, Rosslyn, Ben, Neil, Thomas, Donna J, Robyn .
Long Term Prayer List:
Please give thanks for the lives of the departed: Stan & Ivy Burns,
Ken Miles, Mark Gammon, Pam Rosewarne, Adriaan Sparreboom,
Nathaniel Jackson-Andrews, whose anniversaries occur at this time.
(+) May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.

MANLY Pray for the Sick and those who need our prayers:
Please give thanks for the lives of the departed: John Castleton whose anniversaries occur
at this time. (+) May he rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.

THE VICAR’S PRATTLE

Daniel's Message...
Contemplative spirituality is an ancient practice approached from many traditions. Common to all, is the
inner experience of a universal awareness beyond the material world. Such spiritual practices enables a
sense of connectedness and oneness with the creative and life-sustaining power of the universe, the
mystery Christians call ‘God’. This connection creates a sense of identity, relationship, meaning and
purpose. It brings peace through the recognition that all is one and one is all. Everything belongs. For
Anglicans, and Christians of many other denominations, the sacrament of Holy Communion embodies
this reconciled wholeness between Creator and creation. It is in such moments of encounter we are
called to a place of rest for our spirit and union with God, as we are embraced by Divine love.
Spirituality is experiential – it’s something we experience in practice. Spirituality moves beyond belief in
specific religious doctrine, enabling the practitioner to experience the Creator and thus the nature of all
creation and one’s place within it. It’s through this understanding some identify with the phrase “I am
spiritual, but not religious.”
Depth in authentic spirituality requires a shift in consciousness – a shift from the dualistic mind to the
contemplative heart. The discipline of psychology tells us that the human brain is hard-wired to perceive
the world dualistically and that Western culture perpetuates this construct. However, in God’s Kingdom,
seen through the eyes of spiritual wholeness, there is no ‘us versus them’. In contrast, the contemplative
heart, seeking a measure of universal awareness, seeks to emulate the reconciled oneness of the
universe – healing, uniting and holding as one all that is seen and unseen. This is a lifelong journey of
encounter and practice. This vision was cast clear by the cross, one divine event drawing “all to
himself” (John 12.32). To contemplate then is to go deep in search of the Divine, to gaze with the eyes of
the heart, to seek out and mirror the Holy Spirit within.

Contemplative spirituality was once called ‘mysticism’. The word ‘mysticism’ attempted to convey the
sense that humanity cannot fully know the divine, as the divine is universal ‘mystery’. Over time, the term
‘contemplative spirituality’ emerged incorporating a depth and breadth of practices transcending any one
tradition. Both ‘mysticism’ and ‘contemplative spirituality’ portray an experiential rather than an intellectual
spirituality.
Contemplative spirituality is a way of life, not a system of belief. To contemplate is to be aware of the
Divine presence, “to live and move and have our being” in God (Acts 17.28). While it engages all the
senses and faculties, it draws most from the inner centre of being Judeo-Christians call ‘the heart’. As St
Bonaventure wrote so beautifully in The Soul’s Journey into God (1259):
By praying in this way, we receive light to discern the steps of ascent into God. In relation to our position
in creation, the universe itself is a ladder by which we can ascend into God. Some created things are
vestiges, others images; some are material, others spiritual; some are temporal, others everlasting; some
are outside us, others within us. In order to contemplate the First Principle [God], who is most spiritual,
eternal and above us, we must pass through these vestiges, which are material, temporal and outside us.
This means to be led in the path of God. We must also enter into our soul, which is God’s image,
everlasting, spiritual and within us.”
Pace (pronounced ‘par chay’) is Italian for ‘peace’. Our new Pace Community seeks to help bring peace
to those who yearn for it – whether churched or unchurched for we are all seekers and searchers. Our
community is seeking to find a deep, abiding union with God and with each other by experiencing God in
stillness, silence and solitude, whether on retreat, on pilgrimage or in prayer at home.
We hope to share our journey into God with you.
Pace e bene,
Daniel+
“

